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AVE you noticed what an excellent handbook 
H of gift suggestions is this issue of The Sun- 
day School Times? Many articles especially ap- 
propriate as gifts for church and Sunday-school 

friends are included. 
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john 3: 16 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


|* WAS s0 like Him to have given all. 
Men trade or sell and hope to reap a gain; 
His gift was poured alike on great and small — 
His only garner was a world of pain. 


Is it because men bargain here below 
They cannot grasp the message, “stoop and 
take"? 
’'Twas spoken nineteen hundred years ago — 
- ~How long, in pity, must that Great Heart break? 





Will You Pray Through? 

Six years ago two friends “agreed together” to 
pray for Watch Night meetings in two American 
cities. Those two-meetings were held as the threshold 
of 1918-1919 was crossed. Each year since, similar 


Watch Night meetings in increasing numbers have 


ushered in the new year; and now it is the seventh 
year of such observance. For six days Jericho was 
compassed about, and seven times on the seventh day, 
and “the wall fell down flat.” -How many of those 
who read these words are prepared to “pray through’ 
this year until the walls of opposition to local and 
world-wide revival fall down flat? There is a call 
to the hosts of God’s intercessors to “keep rank” with 
sevenfold faith and intensity, and sound with “a long 
blast” the note of prayer, going up “every man straight 
before him” to take the city. 

In-addition to planning prayerfully in your church 
or community a Watch Night meeting for December 
31, will you not lay before God that which many others 
are now planning: a Three Days Prayer Gathering 
for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, December 20, 
30, and 31? Such three-days’ meetings are now prom- 
ised in Chicago, Philadelphia, New York, Washing- 
ton, Los Angeles, Albany, Baltimore, Cc lu-nbus, Den- 


“. -yer,—and this is only a beginning. Information as 


to places of meeting in these and other cities will be 
given in The Sunday School Times during this month. 
Centers in Germany and in Great Britain have been 
written to; and undoubtedly groups of intercessors 
in the foreign mission fields, quite apart from any 
word from the home lands, will be entering upon a 
prayer campaign at the same time. Will you seek 
God’s will for your part in this in your own locality? 
The meetings should be given almost wholly to prayer, 
—not-to inspirational addresses nor even to messages 
about prayer, but to praying. And our Lord says, 
“If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it.” 


a 
Who Are Believérs? 


Believers are those who believe, not all that they 


-want to, but all that they ought to. Collier’s, one of 


the best known secular weekly magazines, publishes in 
its issue of November 22 an article almost unique in 
secular journalism these days.. It is entitled “Under 
a Big Star in Oregon,” and is illustrated by a sketch 
of a great electric sign in Portland,. blazing out. over 
the city, consisting first of a radiant star, then “in 
letters of deepest crimson —as if some heavenly. air- 
plane had been writing in fire on an inky sky — was 
the word ‘Jesus.’” And under that is another line 
of fire, “The Light of the World.” Frederick L. Col- 
lins, a well-known’ business writer, describing this sign 
and the city mission work and evangelistic meetings 


1 that it advertises, says: “I am not what people call a 


religious man. But I was moved to something very 
close to religious exaltation as I looked to this glory 
in the Portland sky. . . . That night I followed the 
star.” It took him to the rooms of the mission, where 
he listened to unforgettable testimonies from Amer- 
icans and foreigners to the saving and keeping power 
of Jesus Christ. Mr. Collins continues: “As I lis- 
tened, the truth came home to me that these people 
were, according to their lights, the only ‘true believers’: 
that they accepted every word in the Bible as literally 
true.” Yes, “according to their lights”; and the only 
“lights” those people have are the words of God! Is 
that enough light? Is the Living Word, who said, “I 
am the Light of the world,” light enough for you and 


me? And if we do believe, then let us take to our own 
hearts Paul’s word to young Timothy: “Be thou an ex- 
ample of the believers, in word, in conversation, in char- 
ity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 


- -— 
“Just As He Is” 


God accepts us just as we are, if we come to him 
believing in the shed blood of Jesus as our Saviour. 
Then Jesus is our plea to God, and that plea always 
avails. There are few more precious hymns than 

“Just as I am, without one plea 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bid’st me come te thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!” 


But a wonderful thing occurs in the life of one who 
comes to God pleading Christ as Saviour. The Holy 
Spirit tells us in rt John 4:17, “Herein is our love. 
made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.” 
The wonder of the Substitutionary Atonement is, not 
only that Christ became our Substitute when he paid 
the penalty of our sins by dying for us, but also he 
becomes our Substitute now as he takes us into him- 


~ self, and enters into us himself, becoming our very 


life, so that “to me to live is Christ.” A child of God 
has written another hymn based on the old one in form, 
but bringing out the glorious truth of that Scripture in 
1 John showing our union with Christ. It is found in 
“Songs of the Heavenly Life,” published in England 
by the “Overcomer” Book Room, and reads in: part: 

“Just as He is—Oh! wondrous plea! 

E’en I must then be loved as He; 
What now can be withheld from me? — 
Then boldly, Lord, I come. 


“Just as He is—gane every doubt, 
Sweet peace within; though fierce without, 
And louder, rings the battle shout — 

Then boldly, Lord, I come. 


“Just as He is — Oh! love.unknown! 
Lord, I believe: now to Thy throne, 
To make Christ’s fulness all my own— 

Then boldly, Lord, I come.” 


Emmanuel — Why ? 


HEN the virgin birth of Jesus was an- 
nounced, before his birth, to the man to whom 

' Mary was bethrothed, the angel of the Lord 
said: “Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: 
for he shall save his people from their sins.’ Then* 
the Holy Spirit, who brought into the human race * 
the Living Word by His supernatural touch in the 


“virgin, immediately adds the God-breathed explana- 


tion: “Now all this was done, that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring. forth a son,.and they shall call his name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, God with ws.” 
The prophecy is in Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manuel.” The New Testament transliterates in 
Greek the Old Testament Hebrew word. 

And that word, Immanuel or Emmanuel, means 
“God with us.” At this Christmas season it is worth 
while to ask ourselves what Emmanuel or “God with 
us” meant in a new and distinctive way that first 
Christmas night when the virgin Mary “brought 
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn.” 

Emmanuel why? Why did the angel say that 
night to the shepherds: “Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord”? 

Why do we read that “suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 


and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men’? 

Emmanuel means God’s incarnation in Jesus ot 
Nazareth. Christ the eternal Son of God, eternally 
God the Son, condescended to become man, enterin 
into and taking upon himself human flesh and blood. 
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he_also himself likewise took part 
of the same” (Heb. 2:14). 

But why did God give the world an incarnation of 
himself? It is easy to give the wrong answer to this 
question. It is easy to miss the precious” heart-mean- 
ing and purpose of Emmanuel, and thus miss the very 
meaning of Christmas’ 

A few years ago, for exaraple, a brilliant preacher . 
in an evangelical pulpit, writing in a well-known re- 
ligious journal a Christmas article on “The Word 
Made Flesh,” set forth his idea of the purpose of 
the incarnation. This misleading and therefore harm- 
ful teaching concerning “God made flesh” is increas- 
ing, even as people in professing Christian circles are 
in so many cases getting farther away from the Word 
and the Gospel. Said this preacher: 


God’s Word was in the world long before Jesus was born. 
It was in the heasts and consciences of men, in the: in- 
spired writings of poets and prophets, lawgivers and sages. 
But it never came to full power over men’s hearts and 
lives ‘until “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.’.” 

What God did in Christ that first Christmas, God is 

-always waiting and longing to do. His purposes are 
brought to pass, his ideals become realities, only as they 
find expression in human life and are woven into the fabric 
of our common humanity. .. . 

This is the lesson of Christmas—that the secret - of 
power is always incarnation. .. . hen God would make 
the supreme revelation of himself he did so in a way that 
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plainly said: “Even my divine Word . . . must become 
flesh, if it is to be mighty in its influence over men”... 

This is the present and undying meaning of Christmas 
— that God brings about his mighty ends by incarnation, 
by setting forth truth not in words of wisdom but in deeds 
of love; not in creeds but in believing lives. .. . 


At once the simplest and the deepest meaning of the in-. 


carnation is that what God-did in Jesus Christ he wants 
and waits to do in every Christian. The greatest need of 
the world is men and women ... who, by the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus, will live as ‘he did and sacrifice as he 
did and give their flesh for the life of the world as he did. 


No, that is not the meaning of Emmanuel. That 
is not the meaning of Christmas. It is not true that 
“God is always waiting and longing to do” what he 
did in Christ that first Christmas. For that, God be 
praised! is not waiting to be done but has forever 
been done. The Christmas Babe said, in his full ma- 
turity on the cross, “Jt is finished.” 

God did not become flesh in order to have a 
“mighty influence over men.” Lost sinners need 
something more than a mighty influence to save them. 

The meaning of Emmanuel, “God with us,” was 
not even that men might know moré about God. The 
chief purpose of the Incarnation was‘not that men 
might have a glorious, immortal, objective ‘setting 
forth of the character and love and righteousness 
and holiness of God as he lived and moved among 
men, himself a man. That was a very beautiful by- 
product of Christmas and the Incarnation; but if the 
incarnation had ended with that, it would have been 
a cruel, heartless mockery of the lost and hell-doomed 
human race. 

In Emmanuel, God was “with us” for only one 
purpose: that he might die for us. The meaning 
of Christmas is Calvary. Just before telling Joseph 
that Mary’s son should be called by the name Em- 
manuel the angel had said that this son should ‘be 
given the name “Jesus: for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins.” And how could that be done? 
By making God’s “ideals become realities” in human 
life? By “setting forth truth in deeds of love”? By 
living a unique, perfect, holy life among men? No; 
Christmas day would be the blackest day in history 
if that were all it had ushered in. Christ answered 
the ‘question when he said, “The Son of man came 
...to give his life a ransom for many.” Not to live 


his life as a perfect example before many; but to 
lay down his life in death for many, ’ fi 
God consented to be “with us” that he might die 
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for us. He could die for men only by becoming man. 
Because “the children are. partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their lifes 
time subject to bondage.” 

_Emmanuel, “God with us,” means that Christ united 
his very nature, spirit, and person with man in order 
that he might identify himself with man’s sin and 
identify believing man with His righteousness. “For 
He [God] hath made Him [Christ] to be sin for us, 
Who knew no sin, that we might be made the right- 
eousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5: 21). 


Emmanuel was God’s doing something that had 
never been done before in time or eternity. In an 
entirely different sense God had been “with men” 
since the creation ‘of Adam and Eve, both before the 
fall and after. the fall. God has never abandoned this 
world nor the human race. But when the fulness of 
time came, Emmanuel became a fact in order that 
the Lamb of God might die. Emmanuel was God’s 
consummation of his purpose for the “Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.” 

Another pastor, who has found this truth in th 
Word of God, wrote a Christmas letter to his con- 
gregation a few years ago in which he said: “I would 
remind you, what I trust you already know, that the 
Incarnation, God taking upon himself our flesh being 
born as a baby in the manger at Bethlehem of Judea, 
was for the express purpose of becoming our Saviour 
from sin, and that, not by his life, but by his sac- 
rificial, substitutionary death on the cross. But he 
did not remain in the tomb. ... And so we too exult 
in the glorious doxology of. Peter, ‘Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ac- 
cording to his great mercy begat us again unto a liv- 
ing hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead.’” 

The Bethlehem Christmas choir of angels could 
sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men,” because the Son of God had 
become Son of man in order to die in the place of 
men. That is God’s Christmas message to the world 
to-day. Have we accepted the great Christmas Gift, 
the Son of God, as our Saviour? Are we telling 
others, this Christmas and always, of the Eternal Gift 
that God offers them if they will but receive Him? 





Fellowship with South Africa 


A missionary in South Africa wrote to The 
Sunday School Times last year enclosing a check for 
three English pounds and asked to have The Sunday 
School Times sent to a list of names that he gave. 
In the event of any of the names being already on the 
Times’ subscription list, he asked that other names be 
substituted. His order was gratefully filled, some 
substitution of names being made, and now another 
letter from this missionary, received this autumn, is 
shared with the rest of The Sunday School Times 
family : oa 

Dear Parents of The Sunday School Times Family: 

Thank you so much for helping do a bit more service 
for Jesus my Saviour! Your wisdom in substituting 
other names is enjoyable. Now I have fellowship in a 
larger way. 

Sure and I would like to write a whole lot to let you 
know how God is working here in Angola, Portuguese 
West Africa. Ernest Gordon—I love him because we 
are in Jesus, and he helps us missionaries get a 
broader vision of our firing line: Tuck in a word of 
cheer from one lone bachelor (but not lonesome, for 
these African Christians are the most interesting and 
companionable because Christ seems to make us So) on 
the frontier. 

Then I do not forget the others who make our service 
seem so big and we so small. ‘We donot have the op- 
portunity to go to conventions, or fellowship at college 
reunions, or visit with other ministers of Jesus— But! 
Who says we don’t? Why, The Sunday School Times 
is all that and more! God continue the work of telling 
you his secrets and éxpounding so delightfully and 
with a freshness God’s Word. Surely we need the fruit 
of the Spirit to keep the selfsame sap flowing through 
our veins. 

My love and kindest thoughts (prayerful ones) to 
Philip E. Howard, Charles G. Trumbull, and the other 
members of the editorial office staff. God keep you in 
perfect harmony —the machinery sounds so sweet in 
that case. 

I'm just “tuning in” in this way, but must seal this 
as the boy is waiting to take it on its first lap of the 
journey. 

Yours with pleasur& 7 
Nelson Muir, Muye Mission~Station, 
Private Bag, Livingston, N. Rhodesia, S. Africa, 

P. S.—Find enclosed check for three pounds English ~ 

money, 


The generous gift sent by this missionary will con- 


tinue the every-week visits of The Suhday School 
Times to those who might otherwise never see the 
paper. And it is easy to believe that God’s peculiar 


‘ 








blessing will rest upon those copies of the paper 
backed as they are by the prayer of this child of God 
and sent as part of his loving ministry to others. The 
Sunday School Times gladly maintains a missionary 
Fund for such gifts as this, which are used for sending 
The Sunday School Times to missionaries the world 
around and to people in the home fands who may be 
unable to pay for it themselves. One business man in 
America subscribed to 108 copies of the Times in this 
way, and he counts among his best blessings the letters 
he receives from members of his big “club” when he 
writes them once a year, to ask whether they wish 
their. copies renewed. 

If other members of The Sunday School Times 
family wish to send money in this way to its Mis- 
sionary Fund, at this Christmas season or at any other 
time of the year, the publishers will be careful to see 
that it is used for sending the paper *1 directions where 
there seems to be a real need. -Gifts to the fund may 
be sent either with or without names of those to whom 
one desires the paper to be sent; if no such names are 
sent with ‘the money the publishers will supply them 
from lists of missionaries and in other ways. 


=< 


Missionaries’ Views on General Feng 


Since last week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times went to press, cabled news from China reports 
that the Christian General, Feng Yu-hsiang, “has 
voluntarily resigned as head of the Peking Govern- 
ment, turning it over to the former Premier Tuan 
Chi-Jui.” The copyrighted Public Ledger (Philadel- 
phia) despatch adds: “Missionary leaders regard 
Feng’s resignation in the interests of China’s peace 
as the biggest impetus to Christianity in China in the 
entire history of missions. It is declared to be one of 
the few acts of unselfish patriotism in China’s modern 
history.” 

It is reported also that “Wu Pei-Fu secretly ap- 
proved Tuan Chi-Jui for the. presidency a week ago, 
and the Yangtze war lords are expected unqualifiedly 
to indorse the new regime.” 

Thus the threatened opposition of the former mili- 
tary dictator of China, General Wu Pei-Fu, and allied 
military governors of the Yangtze Provinces, seems 
to be at an end. Wu Pei-Fu had established a pro- 
visional independent government in Central China, 
with himself in command, but had issued a manifesto 
stating that this “provisional government is to with- 
draw when and if the de facto Peking Government 
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under Feng Yu-hsiang is ended.” And the latest 
cabled news as this issue of the Times closes reports 
the installation of Tuan Chi-Jui as “Chief of Execu- 
tive Power,” with an announcement of his new 
Cabinet. We. 

Just what this may mean for China will only be 
known as events move on. The sinister aspect of the 
situation is the fact that the new President and 
Cabinet represent the Anfu or pro-Japanesé party of 
China, which is commonly understood to be hostile to 
China’s best interests. And it is said that, while 
“Tuan is considered the strongest man in sight and 
will be allowed to work with a free hand as far as 
possible,” the Manchurian war lord Chang Tso-Lin is 
“not far in the background.” 

_ The newspapers now, of course, speak of the “Chris- 

tian General” as “shorn of his power,” and doubtless 
will follow the usual course>of discounting or con- 
demning both his spirit and ability. But Christian 
people in China and throughout the world have had 
too much evidence of Feng’s tested Christian character 
to doubt him. If he has resigned and stepped aside 
from a place of leadership or control, there is little 
doubt that he has done so after continued and prayer- 
ful seeking of God’s will, and in sincere conviction that 
this is his duty as a patriot and a Christian. 

Meantime Christian people who are ptaying for 
God’s will and way in China, and that General Feng 
may be protected and kept in God’s will, will be inter- 
ested in recent letters from two veteran missionaries 
in China, both of whom are now in North America. 
One is the medical missionary whose letter was quoted 
in The Sunday School Times of November 22, He 
now writes to the Editor: 


Praise the Lord that you were able to strike such a 
blow at the detractors of Gengral Feng. - 

Yesterday I was getting mofe ammunition in the 
prayer-battle, and praising the Lord for such a mar- 
velous power house as the Bible is, and for the dynamic 
that prayer is. Truly “the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling: down 
of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself agaihst the knowledge 
of God” (2 Cor. 10: 4, 5). 


Referring to. newspaper editorials that denounced 
Feng as a traitor, this missionary says, “Job 38:2 
surely appli¢s : 
by words without knowledge?’” He continues: 


Why, as a matter of fact, General Feng was right 
on his job to the very top notch in taking over Peking. 
We must be, absolutely solid in our prayer-warfare if 
we would win; and we are solid in this, and so all you 
can do to strengthen the hands of God’s people in 
prayer now for General Feng will be abundantly re- 
warded. -Feng was put out of the Governorship of -Ho- 
nan (largely by Wu) and was given the “guardianship 
of Peking” to get him out of the way! He is on the 
job and has been right along. Praise the Lord, for His 
faithfulness and for the faith and faithfulness of His 
servant! ... 

General Feng is the one conspicuous man in China 
who has actually given good government wherever he 
has been, and he has been in so many places and in the 
pitiless light of “the Christian General” so much that 
even Christians have been down on him for his faith! 
God is'a God of judgment, and we want Him to go right 
on with His work in His own way for General Feng, and 
finish the work! And we can be absolutely assured 
that He is going to do it. ... . 

General Feng’is a’“marked man.” Can you not be- 
lieve that all the powers of the evil one in the heavenly 
places are arrayed against him? And God’s angels tak- 
ing part in the battle against them —and the results 
depending on our human prayers? ... 

Let not our outstretched hands of prayer become 
weary, but let us support each other in praying against 
the spirit-foes which would fain spoil or prevent God’s 
plan for China and the world through General Feng. . . . 

And surely we shall learn much of the power: of 
prayer. If we pray Feng through to complete victory 
may we not expect a mighty revival to break out in 
China, and spread over the world? 

Our Lord says, “If you ask, . . . I will do” (John 
14:14). Praise His Name. He is faithful. 


A letter to this missionary from the man who knows 
General Feng better than any other foreigner in 
China, Dr. Jonathan Goforth, contains the following 
significant words: 


I am so glad to hear you are so earnestly praying 
for the Christian army. With all my soul I join you on 
Matthew 18: 19,—“Again I say unto you, That if two 
of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven.” Never, it seems to me, did Gen- 
erai Feng and his officers and men more need the 
prayers of God’s believing children than at this time. 
Satan must be furious over what has taken place._ 
* On. the eve of General Feng’s departure for Peking 
when his jealous “friends” had secured his dismissal 
from the governorship of Honan, he called me into 


(Continued on page 754) 





HE “Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought,” by Ernest Gordon, which is 
usually a feature of the first) issue of each 
month, is omitted from this Christmas Num- 
ber of The Sunday School Times, but will 


appear in next week's issue. 




















‘Who is this that darkeneth counsel ‘” 











Lesson for December 21 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 
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When Graham Scroggie Preached in Philadelphia 


The simple, powerful, and scholarly presentation of the Christ 
of the Scriptures that stirred and won hearts 


By Howard B. Dinwiddie 








a 








Dr. Clarence Edward Macartney? The statue 

of the peace-loving Friend on the tower of the 
City Hall is the most conspicuous object for many 
miles in and about Philadelphia, the “city of brotherly 
love,” and naturally a strong center of the peace move- 
ments of the world. Ajmost under its shadow at 
Eighteenth and Arch Streets stands the Arch Street 
Presbyterian Church of Dr. Macartney, the valiant 
and effective contender for the- “faith once delivered 
unto the saints,” from whose pulpit are broadcast by 
radio his challenging messages that have stirred and 
rallied hearts faithful to Jesus Christ. P 

Into the city of William Penn there came in June 
of this-year of theological contention a Scotch min- 
ister of peace-loving spirit, W. Graham Scroggie of 
Charlotte Baptist Chapel, Edinburgh. In the pulpit 
of Dr. Macartney he stood, as uncompromisingly loyal 
to the Son of God and to the written Word of God as 
any contender for the faith, And of Mr. Scroggie it 
may be said that he conquered without controversy 
and without compromise. eee Ns : 

- On the opening Sunday of his visit Mr. Scroggie 
filled three different pulpits, delivering searching mes- 
sages to thoughtful audiences. On Monday morning 
he was introduced to the conference of Baptist min- 
isters of Philadelphia and vicinity then in its weekly 
meeting. In a brief reply to the welcome given him 
he spoke of the importance of the Spirit of Christ 
being manifested by all who took the position of con- 
tenders for the faith, in order that those who believed 
that in so doing they represented Him should not mis- 
represent Him. In the series of addresses that fol- 
lowed, twice daily through the week, in’ the Arch 
Street Presbyterian Church under the auspices of the 
Victorious Life Testimony there was to be found al- 
ways a goodly representation of ministers, and none 
of the listeners were more attentive, nor perhaps more 
appreciative, than they. : ie oe 

pare of frame, scholarly in feature, simple in his 
pulpit. manner and delivery, Mr. Sorugare delivered 
two series of messages, expositional in the afternoons, 
inspirational in the evenings, in which attention ‘was 
challenged, opposition disarmed, and faith inspired. 
In Old Testament and New the Christ of the Scrip- 
tures was unveiled. 

In convincing presentation there was shown the 
consistency of the Christ predicted by the prophecy 
of the Old Testament, portrayed by the history of 
the Gospels, possessed in the experience of the Epis- 
tles, and presented in the glory of the Revelation. 
By discriminating analysis and illuminating synthesis 
there stood forth from the pages of the Word this 
Christ of prophecy, of history, of experience, 4nd of 
coming glory, divine in Person and glory, until in- 
tellect was compelled to,,bow before Him and the 
hearts of believers adored Him, as God the Son, their 
Saviour and their Lord. In Old and New Testament 
He was shown to be One, the living Unity of the one 
Book, whose presentation and Person prove it to be 
none less. than the Book of God. The text for the 


Cm. William Penn accomplish the work of 


entire expositional series-was from Hebrews. 10:7: - 


“In the volume of the book it is written of me.” 

In all this series of addresses no reference was 
made to the controversy prevalent in the churches to- 
day, nor. was the note of controversy struck at any 
time, yet it is to be doubted if there has been made 
in America a more masterly and convincing presen- 
tation of the pre-eminent Person and unique work of 
Christ and of the vital doctrines of God’s Book of 
books. 

In the evening series a different method of presenta- 
tion was followed. Without resort to artifices of 
oratory or delivery, evening after .evening, the claims 
and challenges of God for man and His high call to 
spiritual planes of life and service were pressed home. 
As in the afternoons, the basis was “the Word of God, 
quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” — 
and such was the Word demonstrated to be. In the 
opportunities: given at the close of some of the eve- 
ning addresses for the expression of decisions of faith 
the responses on the part of individuals were deliber- 
ate and impressive. 

Through the week the weather was generally un- 
favorable. In spite of this the audiences were steady 
in attendance and increased in numbers. In the down- 
pour of the closing day the-large audience was shut 
in by the elements. The closing address of the en- 
tire pefiod was on Ephesians 5:18, “Be. filled with 
the Spirit.” The interlinking work of two members 
of the Trinity was shown, and it was made clear that 
obedience to this command was possible only as the 
believer was possessed under the Lordship of Christ. 
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The respective and interrelated functions of God the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit were simply and impress- 
ively set forth. A quiet stillness pervaded the church 
as one after another the children of God attested their 
acceptance, by deliberate faith, of the Lordship of 
Christ indwelling in their lives, and of the filling of 
the Holy Spirit. 

This was Dr. Scroggie’s first. visit to Philadelphia, 
but many grateful Christians hope that it may nat be 
long before the next. When announcement was made 
to the audience that the valued ministry of the late 
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas in his exposition in The 
Sunday School Times of the Sunday-school lessons 
would be continued in the year 1925 by Dr. Scroggie, 
spontaneous ejaculations of gratitude arose from the 
audiertce. In unanimous expression the audience rose 





Bier ge tggt a with the first lesson of 
_1925 in the International Uniform 
Series, Mr. Scroggie will furnish exclusively 
in The Sunday School Times the most 
comprehensive and useful lesson article, each 
week, that this_paper has ever offered. 


It will combine in a single article filling 
almost a full page several features now cov- 
ered in separate articles, and other features 
not now provided at all. . 


For example, readers have often ex- 
pressed the wish that the Times would fur- 
nish a verse-by-verse exposition of the les- 
son. Mr. Scroggie will do this for every 
lesson. Thus in his first lesson, on “Christ’s 
Triumphal Entry,” on_our Lord’s word in 
Luke 19: 40, “I tell you that, if these should 
hold their peace, the stones would immedi- 
ately cry ott,” he comments: “If men do not 
praise Christ, nature does. Archeology is 
praising him to-day,.when so many people 
are Silent.” > 

_ Many readers have expressed a strong_de- 
sire for a~Lesson Outline or Analysis. Mr. 
Scroggie will furnish this on each lesson. 
On the Triumphal Entry it is as follows: 

1. The Preparation. Verses 28-34. - 

(1) The Master Commands (vs. 28-31), 
(2) The Servants Obey (vs. 32-34). 
2. The Procession. Verses 35-40. 
(1) Jesus and his Friends (vs. 35-38). 
(a) What they did (vs. 35, 36). 
(b) What they said (vs. 37, 38). 
(2) Jesus and his Foes (vs. 39, 40). 
(a) Their request (v. 39). 
(b) His reply (v. 40). 
3. The Prediction. Verses 41-44. 
(1) Christ’s Tearful Distress (v. 41). 
(2) Christ’s Solemn Deélaration (vs. 42-44). 


In addition, each lesson treatment will pro- 
vide a valuable section on “The Historical 
Setting,” showing the setting of the book 
under study in the Bible, the setting of the 
lesson chapter in that book, and the setting 
of the lesson in the chapter; rich themes for 
study and teaching in “The Topical Value”; 
a practical application in devotional form, 
for both teacher and pupil, in “The Practi- 
cal Aim”; and a Foreword and Final Word 
to the teacher alone. Thus he writes: 


You cannot lead your scholars to a level of 
thought and experience higher than the one you 
occupy. Have you really studied this lesson? 
You cannot expect the Spirit to do for you what 
he has empowered and commanded you to do for 
yourself. Sweat your brain. But that alone will 
not avail; your best preparation must be soaked 
in prayer. Allure your scholars to brighter 
worlds, and lead the way. 


One of the best known Bible teachers in 
America wrote to the Editor last July: 
“Glad you have interested yourself in bring- 
ing Graham Scroggie to this country. Have 
marked him for the past fifteen years, and 
regard him as one of the most spiritual and 
gifted of the servants of Christ now on 
earth.” 


Won’t you pass on to your friends and co- 
workers the news of the opportunity that 
lies just ahead, for all who will avail them- 
selves of it, through the Bible-teaching min- 
istry of Graham Scroggie in The Sunday 
School Times? 











on the last evening to extend its hearty invitation to 
him to come again and to come soon. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
a 


From Mr. Scroggie’s Philadelphia Messages 


Cp of the evidences of the divinity of the Bible is 
that it is so simple that a little child can under- 
stand it, and so exhaustless that a philosopher can 
never sound its depths. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your” souls. 


For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light (Matt, 
11 : 28-30). { 


Note the order of these three verses; they are pro- 
gressive. You cannot have the expezience of the sec- 
cnd and third verses unless you enter by way of the 
first. I say that because it flies right in the face of 
so much teaching and exhortation to-day. 

People. are saying, Follow Christ, Obey Christ, Do 
his will. But you cannot learn of him until you have 
come to-him, The child cannot go to- school until it 
is born. A dead man cannot learn anything. You 
cannot learn of Christ until you have been born again. 
Foca new birth first; then education in the School of 

arist. 

These verses are the fountain-teaching of all the 
Scriptures on Rest. 

Each verse has an 


Exhortation or command. 
Two reasons. 
A Promise. 


Christ does not take his place among the great 
teachers of the world. We are to come to him, not 
primarily to learn what Christ teaches, but what 
Christ is. 

‘ We are given active and passive reasons why we 
should come to Christ. We labor —that’s active. 
We are heavy laden —that’s passive. 


We talk about the labor problem—there it is, 


There was no labor problem before sin; and there’ll 
be no labor problem after sin has been done away. 
Labor is not work — there was work before there was 


$i. 


Learn to be meek. 
Learn to be lowly. 
Learn not to be selfish. 
Learn not to be proud. 


, The yoke, means that you must go in the same direc- 
tion with Christ, and at the same pace. He whose 
yoke it is determines the direction and determines the 


- pace. 


If he wants to go north and you want to go west, 
and you are both in. the same yoke, his yoke will not 
be easy and his burden will not be light. 

If he wants to go slowly and you want to go fast, 
ps yoke will not be easy and his burden will not be 
ight. 

If he wants to go fast and you want to go slowly, 
wt ges will not be easy and his burden will not be 
ight. 





Revealed truth should always be accompanied by 
radiant life. 


The Church is largely a backslidden church. The 
Church was sent out to spiritualize the world, and the 
world has largely secularized the Church.- 





We think it is “bearing fruit” to sing in the choir, 
to teach a Sunday-school class, to speak in a mission, 
to distribute tracts. Yes, but that is not fruit at all; 
that is works. Fruit in the New Testament is not 
service, it is character. The “fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22, 23), and 
there is no service there at all. 

Fruit is for God; service is for men. 





My little children, these things write I unto you, that 
ye sin not (1 John 2:1). 


_John does not say, “that ye sin less,” but “that ye 
sin not.” 

If you are not quite sure whether a course you are 
pursuing is right or wrong, cease to pursue it until you 
are sure. Give God the benefit of the doubt. 





The more heavily laden a bough is with fruit, the 
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lower toward the ground it bends. The more holy 
a man is, the more léwly he is. ; 





We find three stages in the experience of Israel: 


Israel in Feypt, 
Israel in the Wilderness. 
Israel in Canaan. 


And these represent 


The natural man. 
The carnal man. 
The spiritual man. 


In Egypt there was darkness, oppression, Pharaoh 
a relentless task master. Then God raised up Moses, 
a deliverer. 

Out of Egypt, Israel was delivered, free forever. 
But Israel wandered in the wilderness, grumbling, 
complaining, carnal; not making progress just walking 
around in a circle waiting to die. 





And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud . 
voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came 
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forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his 
face was bound about with a napkin. 


Lazarus is a type*of the carnal Christian. 

Lazarus couldn’t walk. 

Lazarus couldn’t work. 

Lazarus couldn’t witness. 

His legs were tied. 

» His arms were bound. 

His head.was in a napkin. 

Hé@ had life, but he had no Jiberty. He never had 
more life Ahan when he stood fhere bound in the door 
of the tomb. / 

_ Lazarus dead in the tomb is a type of the natural 
man, 

Lazarus bound with his graveclothes is the carnal 
man, 

Lazarus set free is the spiritual man. 


Why should we go limping through life, when we 
might run? 

; The tragedy of this world is the tragedy of a mul- 
titude of people who started, and stopped. 








Do the Stars Declare the Gospel ? 
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How we may read redemption’s story in the shining heavens 

















By Helen F. Clark 











Josephus tells us that [rat tradition held that the 


and Enoch. The book of 








names of the star groups came down from Adam, Seth, 
‘ob, ~~ by many to be one of the oldest books of the Bible, twice mentions Arcturus, 


Orion and the Pleiades. And Psalm 147 : 4 speaks of God calling the stars by their names. 


Have the original star names been lost, or is it possible that many of them are preserved to this day? Some 
Christians believe that we not only have many of the original names, but that they furnish the key to the mean- 
ings of the great star groups and that in them we have the.Redemption Story plainly written. 


Miss Clark in this first of a series of three articles on ‘* Do the Stars Declare the Gospel >’’ tells why she 


believes God wrote salvation in the heavens. 


mosphere is. clear and no clouds cover the sky, 

we see far above us many tiny points of twin- 
kling light. -We call them: stars. Many of us do not 
know what they are, why they are there, why they are 
so singularly arranged and spaced. They seem a vast, 
enfolding canopy about the earth. Some of them ap- 
pear to come and go, their relative positions changing 
continually, — changing with respect to one another, 
and with respect to: the earth. Yet seen through the 


| OOKING upward from the earth, when the at- 


_ great telescope these tiny points of light are seen to 


be creations so vast and wonderful that the mind of 
man is almost stunned. We find our world compassed 
about by unbelievable marvels, whose might and beauty 
are overwhelming. 

Astronomers tell us that stars are suns, and suns 
are immense orbs in a state of combustion. They re- 
semble spheres on fire, and in the case of the nebulde 
their substances are going off into great clouds or 
spirals of luminous gas or glowing mists. ; 

Whence came they, and what has set these millions 
upon millions of spheres on fire? 

The answer to this is found in God's Word, the di- 
vinely inspired message to men. 

In Genesis 1:1 we read, “In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth.” The Apostle Peter 
tells us in 2 Peter 3:5-7 (Twentieth Century New 
Testament) that “They wilfully. shut their eyes to 
the fact that long ago the heavens existed; and the 
earth, also— formed out of water by the action of 
water, by the fiat of God; and that by the same means 
the world which then existed was destroyed in a deluge 
of water. But the present heavens and earth, by the 
same fiat, have been reserved for fire, and are being 
kept for the day of the judgment and destruction of the 
godless.” 

The laying of the corner-stone of the earth was cele- 
brated by the morning ‘stars (Job 38: 5-7), which 
would show that the heavens were made first, and that 
the earth was a separate creation. The sons of God 
also sang together at the laying of this corner-stone. 
The earth was created not a waste or a ruin, but made 
to be inhabited (Isa. 45:18, R. V.). 

Yet some catastrophe overtook it, for it perished 
by water, as the Apostle Peter tells us, and in the sec- 
ond verse of Genesis we find it in a waste and void 
condition, and in darkness. 

The Heavenly Father then causes it to emerge from 
that condition, as we read in the verses in Genesis 
which follow, and finally we find him placing stars 
about the renewed earth to give light upon iis surface. 

Now these stars are the “heavens” which God cre- 
ated before he created the earth, according to the words 


of Peter. But in Genesis 1:14 to 18 he turns these + 


“heavens” into light-givers and sets them around the 
earth, for our universe appears to be in the form of a 
hollow sphere, with a canopy of constellations to the 
north, another to the south, a magnificent wreath of 
smaller suns called the Galaxy girdling the middle, and 
our solar system in the empty center of the sphere. 

And of this act of infinite power the Apostle Paul 
testifies in speaking of the universe in Romans 8: 19- 
22 (Weymouth Translation) as follows: 


“For all creation, gazing eagerly as.if with out- 
stretched neck, is waiting and longing to see the mani- 
festation of the sons of ‘God. : 

“For the Creation fell into subjection to failure and 
unreality (margin: “Was condemned to have: its’ en- 
ergies marred and frustrated”). Not of€its own choice, 
but by the will of Him who so subjected it. Yet there 
was always the hope that at last the Creation itself 
would also be set free from the thraldom ofedecay so 
‘as to enjoy the liberty that will attend the glory of 
the children of God. - ; 2 
_ “For we know that the whole of Creation is groan- 
bas together in the pains of childbirth until this 

our. 

The stars are light-givers because they are on fire. 
But these stars not only give us light; they were placed 
about us to measure-the cycles of time, and for signs 
of “something or some One to come,” for that is the 





TEAR DROPS for CHRISTMAS 
By PAUL RADER 








This unusual Christmas greeting was sent last year py Paul Rader, 
pastor of The Chicago Gospel Tabernacle, Chicago, 
to his Christian friends. 


HERE is no better gift this Christmas than 

tears; just a few beautiful, wonderful tears, 
falling from eyes brimming with compassion, ten- 
derness and true sympathy. 


Every one of these tears is a marvelous pearl of 
great price. They are real and, strange to say, 
will bring you the greatest happiness. If you can 
believe they were shed for you, it will encourage 
you every moment, and make your whole life vic- 
torious. 

Here they are, 

**Jesus Wept.”’ 


It was a sad hour, when Jesus wept at the grave 
of Lazarus. : ai 


Why did he not stop Mary and Martha and the. 
loved ones, rather, from weeping? Why did he 
weep, when he knew that he had come to this grave 
in order to raise Lazarus from the dead? 


Oh! believe the answer to these questions, and 
it will, indeed, be Merry Christmas for you, no 
matter what the circumstances. 

The answer is — 


Jesus was weeping o/y because his heart ached 
with their aching hearts. His tears were a stream 
of pure, loving sympathy out of the very heart of 
God. Each tear was a priceless pearl, saying, 
**God cares. God cares. God cares!” 

Therefore, Merry Christmas, with tear drops as 


the great gift! wig 
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meaning of the root of the Hebrew word which has 
been translated “signs.” j 

It was the hand of the Almighty which placed these 
stars in their positions, grouped them, put spaces be- 
tween them, and then to each group affixed a peculiar 
significance. This significance of the groups or con- 
stellations was set forth in the time of Adam by draw- 
ings of men, animals, and the like, arranged in a circle. 
The whole picture is called The Zodiac, and this 
Zodiac has come down to us from all nations through 
all the generations. Traditions aver that Seth im- 
vented writing for the purpose of transmitting these 
signs and their marvelous message .to the generations 
to come. - Historians and ancient writings and tablets 
certainly prove that the Zodiac was in use before the 
Flood. Was it the Almighty himself who gave to these 
glowing stars their individual names, and by these 
names attested and emphasized their group meaning? 
(Psa. 147: 4.) ae . 

Dr. Joseph A. Seiss, in “The Gospel in the Stars,” 
says (page 59): “Phe learned Dr. Seyffarth, than 
whom there is not a@ more competent’ witness living, 
affirms that we have the most conclusive proofs that 
our- Zodiac goes back among the Oriental peoples as 
far as thirty-four hundred and forty-seven years be- 
fore Christ —even to within the lifetime of Adam 
himself. Riccioli affirms that it appears from~ the 
Arab astronomy that it is as old as Adam’s time, and 
that the names preserved by it are antediluvian.” And 
again (page 431) Dr. Seiss says, “It is also a matter 
of record, among both Gentile and Jewish peoples, that 
the patriarch Seth, in whose day these heavenly signs 
were arranged and completed, gave out a prophecy: in 
connection with them, that in the period in which the 
great promised One should be born there would ap-- 
pear a very bright star in the heavens.” i 

Certainly these names have descended to us through 
Persian, ‘Chaldean, and Arabian astronomers, with 


their original meanings preserved.,- These ancient: as-- 
tronomers assert also of the names that they were. 


known before the Flood, that they came down from 


Adam and Seth toe Enoch and Noah, and that Noah — 


committed them to his posterity after the Flood. 

. About A..D. 1420, a Tartar prince and astronomer, 
Ulugh Beigh, drew up tables giving Arabian astronomy 
as it had descended to- his time, and Albumazer, an 
Arab astronomer of A. D. 850, preserved much of the 
same sort of ~- valuable information. Miss Frances 
Rolleston, of Keswick, Eng., has gathered facts 
handed down by these and other great astronomers, 
interpreting toe us the meaning of the names of the 
stars and constellations as they appear in the most an- 
cient languages, whether Hebrew, — which is believed 
to contain the- greatest number of roots of the original 
torigue, and therefore is nearest to the language of 
Adam, —or Persian, Chaldean, Arabian, Egyptian, or 
Greek. Thus we have preserved for us, through nearly 
six thousand years, the very nomenclature which some 
believe the Almighty gave to these heavenly orbs when 
he set them in their places about the earth, and which 
he declared should -be signs setting forth “something 
or some One to come.” 

Joseph A. Seiss, in “The Gospel in the Stars,” and 
E. W. Bullinger, in “The. Witness of the Stars,” have 
brought forth the spiritual significance of this nomen- 
elature with clarity and remarkable effect, and to our 
surprise we see all the great truths of Christianity set 
forth in sequence and with startling power and con- 


vincingness by these groups of heavenly spheres. It © 


is as if the Almighty, when he moved for the redemp- 
tion of the fallen human race, put up in the Heavens 
the plan of the work which he would accomplish 
through the Ages, that all men in all generations might 


. know what he would do, and be saved by faith in that 


divine Deliverer who should come. 

Indeed, the human race was about 2,550 years old 
before Moses gave to it the first volumes of the writ- 
ten Word. But the way of salvation may have been 
known to the earlier generations by means of the mar- 
velous pictures set forth by the constellations, which 
were open before the eyes of all nations, and through 
the traditions of the godly line of Seth to Noah, to 
Abraham and his descendants. So it would appear 
that the stars were men’s first Bible, 

But the arch-enemy, abetted by rebellious men, cor- 
rupted the truth as revealed by the stars, and so among 
the godless nations-they passed into literature and into 
history in most debased and distorted forms. Now, 
however, in the end of this Age, we may see the reality 
coming forth again in all its purity and glory, another 
testimony to the absolute truth of the Scriptures and 
of the unfailing faithfulness of the Most High God in 
his gracious work for the redemption of men. 

Let us now examine these constellations and their 
divine nomenclature somewhat in detail, and read for 
ourselves this beautiful “gospel in the stars” that many 
believe was revealed to our great forefather Adam, as 
a ground of his own hope of salvation through the 
Sacrifice of his coming glorious Redeemer. 

Paterson, N. J. 


(To be continued) 
"ye 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or’ a catalogue will be sent on 
request. 
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A Bible Class Adventure 
By Laura Z. LeFevre 
HE women in Excelsior Bible Class of Westmin- 


ster Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, felt that al- 
though many. of them had been in Sunday-school more 


or less all their. lives, yet much of the Book still re-. 


mained unexplored territory. The message of the 
prophets and much of the historical books, as well as 
the teaching of the New Testament epistles, were never 
fully seen as parts of one complete revelation. 

The teacher of the class had several times read 
through the Bible on the Smeeton “Once a Year’ plan, 
finding that the rapid, consecutive reading gave her a 
better grasp of the whole Book, revealed the marvel- 
_ous unity throughout, and disclosed a wealth of spir- 
itual treasure often in the most unexpected -places. 
She asked the class to read through the Book with 
her, and fifty or more purchased the little “Once a 
Year”. - booklet. .This,- besides givirig a schedule for 
daily reading enabling one to complete the Bible in a 
year, gives a running commentary, explanation, and 
analysis that takes away any mechanical feature, and 
is itself a simple Bible study course. 

Some members of the class had tried this plan once 
before, but had fallen behind in their reading and had 
finally dropped out without completing it. They asked 
to be somehow reminded of it throughout the year, 
that they might not fall behind again. 

The teacher secured a copy of Scoville’s “soo Bible 
Story, Questions and Answers,” which gives a great 
number of questions on the Old Testament, expressed 
in. such original, appealing, and sometimes . amusing 
form that they piqued the curiosity and aroused the 

- keen interest of even the most indifferent Bible stu- 
dent. Selecting ten of more questions whose answer 
was to be found in the reading portion for the week, 
she typed carbon copies of each set of questions and 

mr one to each member in the class on the preceding 

unday. ‘ A 

At. first the thought was merely to furnish an in- 


_ centive to the reading, but there was such keen inter- 


est. in finding the correct answers-that the questions 
were taken up one. by one in the class each Sunday and 
the answers discussed. There was a notable increase 
in interest and attendance, and soon the discussion of 
the questions took up more than the time for the les- 


“soo Bible Story Questions and Answers,” by Samuel 
Scoville, Jr. (so cts.); “Once a Year,” by J. H. Smeeton 
($2 a dozen, $15 a hundred, or 20 cts. each), to be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia. 


Nae we were See! 
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son period, although the class had a separate room and 
its Own closing time. In this way almost of its own 
accord a “straight through the Bible” course became 
the only lesson. Around the questions and answers 
were grouped the teaching of a whole passage, inci- 
dent, or character. The fact that the whole class had 
read the lesson, and as one expressed it, — “read~ it 
thinking” in order to discover the answer when they 
came to it— made the teaching a pleasure. 

The problem of securing study at home was solved. 


-The greatest interest was manifested in this unusual 


study. Neighbors meeting on the street would greet 
each other with, “Have you found your questions 
yet?” or “Can you find the answer to number 7?” 
Some became so interested that they read the whole 
passage for the week —often twenty or more chap- 
ters —in the first two days, and then sometimes read 
it over again to make. sure the answer was the right 
one. This. was due largely to the unusual character 
of the questions, which approached the most familiar 
Bible stories from a new and fascinating angle and 
revealed facts never really comprehended before. Some 
of the ladies going away for the summer left their 
addresses and postage to forward the questions each 
week, and some declined invitations that would make 
them miss a. Sunday’s lesson. If unavoidably absent 
they would arrange for some other member to get 
their questions, or failing in this would later borrow 
and copy them. In some homes husband. and ‘chil- 
dren would join in the search and Bible reading, and 
it is.safe to say that seldom if ever has the Bible been 
such a center of interest and discussion in these homes 
and among their neighbors as in 1924. 

The Scoville book gives questions only on the Old 
Testament, and the teacher had to search them out for 
herself on the New Testament, often selecting questions 
in order to direct attention to a particular passage or 
teaching. 

The year is almost finished. Sixty or more women, 
mostly busy wives and mothers, have read and studied 
through practically ‘the entire “Once a Year” plan, 
some having missed only a few weeks’ or months’ 
readings. Twenty or more have followed the plan 
closely and expect to complete the reading of the en- 
tire Bible within the. year. All agree it has been the 
richest year of Bible study the class has ever known. 
There has been a very real spiritual growth, a deep- 
ened prayer life as manifested in the weekly prayer 
circle which the class maintains, and a warmer inter- 
est in the winning of other souls to “Behold the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 








The Will to Get Well 


What part may it rightly have in 
recovery from sickness ? 


By Fitzwalter H. Wentworth 














Every false healing-cult to-day requires of the patient a definit: act of the will. Is this principle wrong in 
itself, or is there for the Christian a proper exercise of his will, in sickness, that does not conflict with God’s will 2 
Mr. Wentworth discusses this and other interesting points concerning the Christian’s use of his will in this third 


study in his series, ‘‘Beside Our Beds of Pain.’’ 


Friends who you feel might receive counsel and comfort through these messages may share the entire series 
through your use of the 25-cent ‘‘Get-Acquainted’’ subscriptions. In forwarding such subscriptions please mention 
the Wentworth series and address The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


HE will is a mighty factor of our personality, 
both in sickness and in health. In sickness it 
can either accelerate or retard 6ur recovery. Let 
us never forget that the will is a gift of God, to be 
used rightly, and that it can be misused or abused just 
as any other faculty. When I really want to get 
well, and use my. will to that end, I open the flood- 
gates of my being to those mysterious recuperative 
energies: which God has placed so wonderfully within. 
It is true that a time may come when they will fail 
te respond to my will or to the remedies prescribed by 
the physician, but surely it is my duty to give them 
whatever opportunity they need to accomplish the di- 
vine purpose in their creation. | 

Sick people vary in their use of will power, just as 
do well people. But some who exercise the will in 
health fail to do so in sickness, and vice versa. There 
are people who seem to will themselves worse, and, if 
I may say so without profanation, even will them- 
selves dead. - Elijah, under weariness and discourage- 
ment, requested that he might die; and said, “It is 
enough, now, O Lord, take away my life; for _I am 
not better than my fathers.” r. A. T. Schofield, 
‘M.D., M.R:C.S., in his book, “The Unconscious Mind,” 
writes, “I-have been told by a naval surgeon’ from an 
African squadron that Kroomen, if badly treated or 
angry, will threaten to die; and will go away and 
actually expire within thirty hours without any in- 
jury or disease.” 

Not long ago Couéism was all the rage. Some 
othér ism may soon be on everybody's lips. But the 
danger of all these systems is that, while holding a 
grain or many grains of truth, they tend to turn awa 
the heart-and mind from the truth in Christ. And it 


_cure ours 


needs a Spirit-filled Christian to detect the evil in 
them; while so suBtle is the power of Satan that even 
the very elect may be led astray. The Scriptures warn 
us of him “whose coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs ard lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in therm 
that perish; because they received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie.” 

Coué is probably right when hé says, “Whenever 
there is a conflict between the will and the imagination, 
the imagination triumphs.” But our quarrel with him 
is that he bids us fill the imagination with ideas that 
may be gtirely false and misleading. He bids us 

elves by a process of deceit. His famous 
formula, “Day by day, in every way, I am getting bet- 
ter and better,” does not contain. words of truth and 
soberness, but rather words of deceit ending in death. 
“Do not let us lie at all,” says Ruskin, “do not think 
of one falsity as harmless, and another as slight, and 
another as unintended. Cast.them all aside: they may 
be light and accidental; but they are ugly soot from 
the smoke of the pit, for aH that; and it is better that 
our hearts should be swept clean of them, without 
Over-care as to which is the’ largest or blackest.” 

We all know, however, that with certain tempera- 
ments in sickness the will is weakened by the tyranny 
of an overwrought imagination. The patient gives up 
easily. Some foolish person, perhaps, has told of a 
similar case that has proved fatal; or some false no- 
tion concerning heredity fills the mind with. alarm. 
A thousand nameless fears can take possession of the 
imagination when we are physically unfit. How then 
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are we to overcome the paralyzing power of a despotic 
imagination? We may not be anxious to die, very 
few people are, and yet we may have no particular 
desire to get well. In spite of ourselves we may keep 
surrendering to our fears, 

It will do us good to read or have read to ys the 
story of the despondent Elijah in 1 Kings 19. The 
Psalmist says, “He giveth his beloved sleep,” and that 
is what the Lord did for Elijah. And after sleep he 
sent an, angel with fit nourishment — then let his tired 
servant sleep. again, followed by more nourishment: 
“And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights 
unto Horeb the mount of God.” Not till then was 
he ready for God to deal with his mistaken imaginings 
by wind, earthquake, fire, and finally the still small 
voice revealing that he was not alone in his faithful- 
ness —there were seven thousand in Israel who had 
not bowed the knee unto Baal, and whose lips had not 
kissed the unholy image. Besides this, it was not the 
will of God that Elijah should die. God had a fiery 
a waiting to take him to heaven without tasting 

eath, 

God does not want us to paralyze the will or to 
cheat it by false imaginings. It is the truth every 
time that makes us free, but only when we are. fit 
to receive it. While we remain unbelievers, with lives 
unsurrendered to Christ, the truth cannot help us. 
Neither can it if, professing to be Christians, we are 
not wholly surrendered to the Lord. We may natu- 
rally possess a strong will and be able to: exercise it 
to advantage in time of sickness; but we need the con- 
secrated will both to live and to die. “Our wills are 
ours, to make them Thine,” says Tennyson. That 
does not mean that we are to confiscate them, but con- 
secrate them. We are not called to become will-less any 
more than brainless or heartless. When Jesus prayed 
in Gethsemane, “Nevertheless not my will, but thine, 
be done,” he was not asking for the annihilation of 
his own wilh Rather was he requesting that it might 
be in perfect accord with that of his Father. What- 
ever we do, let us not think that asking for God’s will 
to be done in us means merely a camouflaging of the 
worst things in life. God’s. will never means that the 
worst will happen to us. His will always brings the 
very best to us. The climax of the Saviour’s career 
was not the cross but “the joy that. was set before 
him.” Hence he could endure the cross and despise 
the shame. ’ ; 

The unconsecrated will may do big things and over- 
come great obstacles, as God intended in creating it. 
But while unconsecrated it will lead astray by imagin- 
ings that are not divinely inspired. Some years ago a 
disgruntled member of a church fell from the roof 
of a house he was repairing, and injured himself badly. 
In the hospital, afraid that he might die, he asked 
prayer for his recovery, and promised the Lord that 
things would be different if ever he got about again. 
Prayer was answered, but the vows were not kept. 
This man, who had been so nigh to the grave, went 


_ limping round the city boasting of his strong will, his 


great constitution, and declaring that he was too tough 
to be killed by anything so small as falling from a 
high roof. ‘ 

A strong, unconsecrated will may be one’s worst 
enemy. It is akin to that “lawless one,” “who op- 
‘poseth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” 

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

I believe, after many years’ experience in visiting 
the sick, paradoxical as it may seem, that those whose 
hearts are surrendered to God, and whose minds are 
saturated with Scriptural truth, manifest at one and 
the same time both the will to get well and a desire to 
depart and to be witli Christ, which is far better. As 
in Paul’s case, there may be a “Nevertheless,” making 
it needful to abide in the flesh for the present. And 
so by the grace of. God the will is exercised towards 
this end, the imagination aiding it by visions of service 
yet to be rendered. But in this will to get well there 
is no antagonistic attitude towards departure should 
God so order it. Jesus sometimes- exclaimed, “Mine 
hour is not yet come.” And so he willed to turn from 
the imminent danger. “After these things Jesus 
walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, 
because the Jews sought to kill him.” 

The secret of all right willing lies in being true to 
the injunction of Jesus, “Seek ye first the kingdom of 

od, and his righteousness.” When we are filled with 
the Spirit. we can sing with Faber: 

I have no cares, © blessed Will, 
For all my cares are Thine: 

I live-in triumph, Lord, for Thou 
Hast made Thy triumph mine. 


He always wins who sides with God; 
To him no chance is lost; 

God’s will is sweetest to him when 
It triumphs at his cost. 

Til that He blesses is our good, 
And unblest good is ill; 

And all is right that seems most wrong 
If it be His sweet will. 


Quepec, Can. 
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‘Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 
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Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia: No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a school girl of thirteen and 
would like very much to know. if it is wrong to go to and 
to give parties.—A GIRL IN NEED OF ADVICE. 

Y DEAR GIRL: I am so glad to tell you that 

Jesus was one that understood every one’s needs, 
and he knew we were and are social beings! He was 
at the wedding and assisted with refreshments! He 
saw the boy with the lunch and gathered all the peo- 
ple together in groups and ministered to them with 
that boy’s lunch, and distributed it himself! : 

Coming together in a social way is right, if you 
do all to the glory of God. To “make merry” is ac- 
cording to the teaching of the Bible. You must be 
sure in your parties that you do not do the foolish 
things that would displease and drive your Elder 
Brother away. The games you play must be games 
that will be wholesome and pure, and give you a good 
laugh. “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 
(Prov. 17:22). Choose the games you play with the 
thought that God’s presence will be with you, and 
when you go to a party, see to it that 
you take no part in any kissing games, 
or dancing, or cards. Make everything 
you do tell for Christ and do not be 
slow in letting folks know where you 
stand in relation to him! Then you will 
not only know what real happiness 1s, 
in your play, but be able to radiate it 
wherever you go. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I live where so many 
girls dress like boys and go for hikes on 
the Sabbath day. Some of my dear frjends 
have done that so much. Now they don’t 
care for Sunday-school and prayer-meet- 
ings. Shall I just give them all up? Oh, 
pray for me. I love your letters! 


Y. DEAR GIRL: You see the re- 
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girl he will make out of you! You are not living just 
or the pleasures: of the hour; you are preparing for 
a life work that God has for you to do for him, and 
you want to bein his plan for your life so as to live 
your best, and it can’t done unless you follow your 
leader. And it will pay! Let your friends know you 
can not trifle with God’s wishes for you, and do not 
make of yourself an object of great sacrifice, so as to 
make them feel you think you are so much better than 
they, but let them know you are happy to do what God 
calls you to do, and you feel he will be better pleased 
with you if you respect his day, and follow the things 
that mean a finer womanhood, and a more useful 
Christian ! 

God help you to take your stand in the front ranks 
for Christ! 


Dear Mother Ruth: Your answere are so helpful to other 
girls’ questions, so I wonder if you can télp me. I love 
to write stories and I’m afraid to send them out, even if they 
were good enoygh, because — well, they aren’t really good 
enough. You see, I have a’ romantic nature, and my stories 
tend to be that way: they aren’t uplifting, hardly, and 
I’m pretty sure they wouldn’t help any one to live a bet- 
ter Christian life, or to be a Christian. God gave me this 
talent, and I want to use it for his’ glory. Is it possible 
to write really good love stories, and just how would you 
go about it?—DIRI. ; 

Y DEAR DIRI: Love stories? I do not believe 

I could tell you how to write such stories! The 
first thing I would want you-to do, would be to give 
yourself unreservedly to your Saviour, and to find out 
from him what his plan for your life is. You car not 
expect to be a success in helping folks on to a “better 
Christian life” unless God is in it, and neither can you 
write to influence any one to give themselves to Christ, 
unless the Holy Spirit so leads “ou, so my first thought 


“Joy to the World’ 


A new chime arrangement set for piano 
By Robert Harkness 
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for you would be, give yourself to God in a complete 
sacrifice, according to Romans 12:1. Then follow 
your leader, and you will find instead of any roman- 
tic nonsense, you will get an inspiration of truth, love, 
and common-sense that will be a help to’give you light 
on whatever the dear Lord wants you to do in ie 

Don’t waste your time on imaginary -things,’ when 
the world is so_full of the real work of helpfulness; 
and the love that you want to know and to inspire in 
others is the love that is real and can “endure, suffer 
long, and is kind’! Get away from the froth, and 
buckle down to real life, and be of strength and power 
in your life, and if God wants you to write, he will 
give you the highest thoughts about the great- 
est things this old world can produce, and the flights 
of imagination you might like to have’ will. spend it- 
self in the wor d of nature, and you will see it and 
live under its influence! So you will wield an influ- 
ence for good and righteousness tliat will tell for God 
and eternity. Don’t waste. your ‘time on those things 
that will end in the scrap. basket, and take the life 
out of your days and weaken you for the things that 

od has for you to accomplish in his name and that 
will count for to-day and eternity! Find out from 
God what his plan is for your life, and you will be 
the useful child-he wants you to be 


Why Not the Annotated Bible? 


ERHAPS you have been wondering, this Christ- 
mas season, what would make a suitable gift for 
your pastor or your superintendent. Have you con- 
sidered the Annotated Bible? This valuable cripture 
analysis is from the pen of A. C. Gaebelein, D.D. 
From a rich experience which includes 
many years of contact with C. I. Sco- 
field, and a personal, deep study of God’s 
Word, Dr. Gaebelein has brought into the 
Annotated. Bible a wealth of spiritual 
teaching. One great value of the Anno- 
tated Bible consists in its simplicity and 
in the avoidances of elaborate detail. It 
explains Bible difficulties not by the 
opinions of others, but by the Bible 
itself, and the author’s aim has been to 
lead the believer through his work into a 





deeper and a comparative study of the 
Word of God. It cannot be used unless 
the student uses constantly the text of 
the Bible. << 


The late Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, 








sult of following after the chaff of 


D.D., has said: “I am greatly interested 





pleasures, — the appetite for things godly 





in Dr. Gaebelein’s Annotated Bible, and 





and of the highest helpfulness, loses 
its attraction. You can not serve God 
and the world at the same time! The 
whole sad part of this is, that it is a 
drift. You do not choose at a given 
moment to serve the enemy of your 
soul’s happiness, but you begin by com- 
promising a little, and you wear a 

















knicker dress, for convénience, and you 
somehow imbibe a coarseness: from the 
new style you adopt, and do not realize 
you are letting down on the things that 
stand for modesty, gentleness, woman- 





gladly recommend it, because it seems to 
_me to occupy a place by itself in the elu- 
cidation of Scripture. The notes give 
just that help and guidance which the 
average Christian needs for an adequate 
and accurate knowledge of the Bible.” 
_The Annotated Bible is published in” 
nine volumes which make for convenience 
in handling, and are bound in handsome 
blue cloth with gilt titles. The type is 
large and clear, and the complete set 
makes a handsome gift which should be 
much appreciated by either pastor or 








liness, and the virtues that make for the 


superintendent. 








finer woman. 


While the price of this work may at 





Much of this comes from thought- 
lessness on the part of the girls. They 
do not realize to. what they are drift- 
ing, and it means a quality of woman 
such as we did not have in the past gen- 
eration. You may read and hear all 
you want to on the present day girl, 
and the sincerity of her heart, but you 





first glance seem high, it compares favor- 
ably with other publications of a similar 
nature, and when one realizes the wealth 
of material available in these volumes, it 
will be seen that the cost is really very 
reasonable. 

The Annotated Bible may be obtained 




















can not find in great numbers the girl 
who is the equal of the past generation. 
The drift is away from God and all 
that that means to a sincere Christian! 

In the March 22nd issue of the Times 
this problem was spoken of, and you can 
turn back and read there a little more 














from The Sunday School Times Com-- 
pany, Philadelphia, at $2 per volume, or 
$18 for the complete set, postpaid. 


4 
Missionaries’ Views on 
General Feng ; 





of how I feel on.this subject. 

Walks on the Sabbath_or hikes? Do 
you know that.a walk can mean health, 
companionship with Jesus, a lifting up 
toward heaven until your very soul will 
shine in your face the whole week fol- 
lowing? Do you take Christ with you 
for this walk and see his beauties in 
the world about you, or are the thoughts 
from your companions such that Jesus 
must withdraw? Oh, so much seed is 
sown by the carelessness of the mind 
that is not in touch with the Father 
above! If only we loved a little more, 
so that we would not harbor the things 
which turn us from him! Why not 
“study” to show ourselves approved unto 
God! 

Give up your friends? Yes, if God 
calls you to! But if he does, never fear 
you will receive so much_Mmore in do- 
ing what he asks of you, that you will 
grow and be so happy in the kind of a 

. 


essential. 
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Copyright 1924 by Robert Harkness. International copyright-secifed. Used by permission. 


Concerning Piano Chime Effects 


VERY audience is interested in hearing chimes well playéd on the piano. There 
are few things more pleasing to the ear tlan to listen to a stately hymn tune 
played with chime effect. . ; 


In playing chimes, use the sustaining pedal continuous 
secutive tones is a marked feature of all chimes. 
is not checked but is allowed to expand itself to the full, even though other tones 
are immediately struck. Hence the use of the sustaining pedal without release is 


Chime improvisations are not intended for general and constant use. Used too 
frequently they become commonplace and lose much of their charm. But as a pre- 
lude to a song, chime improvisation is very effective. 
ear of the audience. 

This chime arrangement by Mr. Harkness is taken from his recent com- 
position, “Wayside Chimes,” which may be secured from Robert Harkness, Music- 
Art Studio Building, Los Angeles, Cal., at 50 cents. : 


Its harmonic effect will create interest. 
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ly. The blending of con- 
When bells are struck: the tone 


Its novelty will catch the 


(Continued from page 750) 


his inner room and said, “If they succeed 
in taking my army away from me at 
Peking by starvation, will you let me go 
with you for three years to learn all you 
know of the Bible, that I may be able to 
preach to my people?” I saw he was 
feeling badly oyer the way he was driven 
out of the ‘governorship before he had 
had time to make a permanent impres- 
sion on the province, and I said to him: 
“Governor, do not mind this, for if God - 
did not -permit it all the devils in hell 
couldn’t drive you out. Our.God has a 
purpose in it though we cannot now un- 
derstand. Go to Peking and keep out of 
the rotten politics there, but drill your 
army to the utmost, and when God’s set 
time has come He is sure to make use of 
you for your country’s salvation. 

Can we not believe that God’s time has 
come, and that the Christian army will 
be greatly used of God towards unifying 
the ,country and bringing salvation 
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Lesson for December 21 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 


to the land? We must look to God alone that Gen- 
eral Feng may be kept from making any false move, 
and that his leading officers may be led in the way of 
humility. If the people of the Lord will only pray this 
thing through, millions may soon turn to the Lord in 
China. Pray that God may restrain the selfishness of 
so many of the great leaders, so that unity and peace 
may be possible. 


Not before in our life-time has there been any such 
call to prayer as this. Only God knows what his lans 
and purposes for the Christian General and for hina 
are. If God is directing him to drop out of govern- 
mental affairs for some more important calling, He 
surely longs to continue to use Feng and his officers 
and men, tens of thousands of born-again Christians 
as they are, for an eternal blessing to the land and 
people of China. May we say to Feng in our hearts, 
as did Samuel, “As for me, forbid that -I should 
sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you. 
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The Magnificats of the Old and 
New Testaments 


By Ernest Gordon 


W HEN the temple of Solomon was dedicated it 
came even to pass as the trumpeters and singers 
were as one to make one sound to be heard in prais- 
ing and thanking the Lord . . . as they praised the 
Lord saying, “For he is good; for his mercy endureth 
forever’ it came to pass that then the house was 
filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord, 

So that the priests could not stand to minister by 
reason of the cloud for the glory of the Lord had 
filled the house of God. 

And when all the children of Israel saw how the 
fire came down and the glory of the Lord upon the 
house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the 
ground upon the pavement, and worshipped and 
praised the Lord saying, “For he is good; for his 
mercy endureth forever” (2 Chron. 5:13; 7:3). 

So when the second temple was dedicated (Ezra 

:11) they praised the Lord after the ordinance of 
David King of Israel. And they sang together in 
course praising and giving thanks unto the Lord be- 
cause “He is good for his mercy endureth forever 
toward Israel.” : a : 

When Jeremiah was shut up in the king’s prison 
the Chaldean troops of Nebuchadnezzar besieging 
the city, he prophesied the renewal of the sacrifice 
of praise in the house of the Lord, the voice of them 
that say “Praise the Lord of hosts for the Lord ts 
good; for his mercy endureth forever,” affirming im- 
mediately after, In those days and at that time will 
I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto 
David and he shall execute judgment and righteous- 
ness in the land... .. For thus saith the Lord David 
shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the 
house of Israel. 

When therefore the time came for . fulfilment of 
this prophecy, for raising up the promised horn of 
salvation. in the house of his servant David, to build 
“the temple of his ? in whom should dwell all 
the fulness of the ad bodily; when the She- 
kinah glory was to brood over the person | of the 
Virgin, the glory which John decribes as full of 
grace and truth,” how appropriate that we should 
hear the strain of the old psalm, half concealed and 
half revealed, with which beth the first and second 
temples were dedicated. The Magnificat of Mary 
echoes in each verse stanzas of the Magnificat of 
David, the One Hundred and Thirty-sixth Psalm. 
The Greater than the Temple was. come, the true 
Temple of the Holy Ghost, of which the earlier tem- 
ple was but a figure; the Holy of Holies of the New 
Covenant (which Daniel (Dan. 9:24) prophesied) 
was now to be dedicated. 


Luke 1 : 46-54 Psalm 136 : 1-25 

My soul doth magnify the O give thanks unto the 
Lord, Lord; for he is good: ... 

And my spirit hath re- O give thanks unto the 
joiced in God my Saviour. | God of gods:... 

For he hath regarded the Who remembered us in 
low estate of his hand- our low estate: ... 
maiden: .. « 

For he that is mighty To him who alone doeth 
hath done to me great great wonders: 
thitiges «. .:, 

And his mercy is on them For his mercy endureth 
that fear him from gener- forever. ... 
ation to generation. 

He hath shewn strength 
with his arm; a stretched out arm: ... 

He hath scattered the But overthrew Pharaoh 
proud in the imagination of and his host in the Red 
their hearts. - seat .e. 

He hath put down the To him which smote 
mighty from their seats,... great kings: ... and slew 
. famous kings: . 

He hath filled the hun- Who giveth food to all 
gry with good things; ... flesh: ... 

He hath holpen his serv- And gave their land for 


With a strong hand, and 





ant Israel, .. . an heritage: . .. even an 
heritage unto Israel his 
servant. 
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Overcoming Difficulties in Reorganization 


What they are and how they may be faced in your school 





By Louis J. Entzminger 











HE building up of a Sunday-school is like build- 
ing many other things. In the building of a road 
the first thing is to survey the right-of-way, and 
estimate the cost of grading. If the road is being 
built over a roadway already used, it means the de- 
struction of that roadway for use. The road-building 
machinery is then secured; the road is torn up; the 
material is assembled; the foundation for the new 
road is laid; and construction of the new road: is 
rushed to completion. It is quite an inconvenience to 
detour around this construction work; often_ people 
get into the bog and have to be pulled out. But this 
detouring is but for a season. The road is soon fin- 
ished, and we have a beautiful highway over which 
to travel. It might be likened also to the building of 
a house. Plans and specifications must be drawn; the 
blueprint made; the old house torn down; excavation 
for the foundation of the new made; the foundation 
put down; the frame put up; and the house built into 
the framing, completed and ready for use. 

In building a Sunday-school the first thing to do 
is to discard the present organization; forget the pres- 
ent alignment of departments and classes; take a cen- 
sus of the community, as already indicated; find the 
prospects for the new school; secure the co-operation 
of the present-organization ; secure additional workers 
as the prospects for the school demand; put in the 
new pa enlarged organization, on a basis adequate to 
the needs of the field; and then, through that organiza- 
tion, go after the people. This is not an easy matter. 
There are old ties that bind, sentiments among the 
workers for this particular member and that particular 
room. All of these may possibly have to be changed, 
and whatever other things there-may be in the way. 
The most, common difficulties to be met in this work 
of enlargement are: lack of room, lack of teachers 
and officers, and «lack of co-operation. 

1. The lack of room. As a rule the building and 
equipment of the average church would be inadequate 
for the- plans outlined in the preceding chapters, but 
this showld not stand in the way. It is best first to 
build the school and then to construct the building 
that is needed for the school. I have gone to a num- 
ber of places where a new building had just been com- 
pleted. After making-a survey, of the field and rec- 
ommending adequate organization to meet the needs of 
the field, it has frequently been discovered that the 
magnificent new plant was hopelessly inadequate. I 
always dread to undertake to put on an enlarged Sun- 
day-scheol program where there is a new building, for 
I always feel reasonably sure this problem will con- 
front us. And, of course, it is discouraging to peo 
ple, who have just put. their money into a new plant, 
to find the plant. inadequate. To. cause the existing 
Sunday-school quarters to overflow through the re-or- 


‘ ganization and enlargement, is to. provide a powerful 


plea for an adequate building. To this end it is a 
fine thing, though temporarily embarrassing, to crowd 
the existing quarters to the limit. Often there is un- 
used space that can be drafted into service. Of course, 
you cannot do the best work so long as you must crowd 
enlarged organization like this into inadequate and 
cramped quarters. But there are a great many peo- 
ple who are not being reached at all that it is prefer- 
able to sacrifice to some extent the matter of doing 
the most satisfactory work in order to help a larger 
number of persons. Under these crowded conditions, 
the urgent need of adequate room becomes so apparent 
that the matter of securing funds for building is much 
easier than it would be under other conditions, 

But it is often possible to secure extra quarters 
on the outside. Vacant ~stores, lodge rooms, school 
buildings, theaters, and so on, are often available, and 
can be used for a while. I was superintendent of one 
school that met for nearly a year in eight different 
places, from one to six or seven blocks distant from 
each other. It was during that period that the per- 
manent growth in the school advanced from eight 
hundred or nine hundred to an attendance of four- 
teen hundred or fifteen hundred. I have yet to find 
the place where some kind of arrangement cannot be 
made to secure extra quarters to meet the emergency. 
Even tents may be used or temporary buildings of 
the tabernacle style may be erected. There is al- 
ways some way, if there is a purposeful, determined 
spirit to go forward ‘with the Lord’s work. J] re- 
cently organized a school where the room was en- 
tirely inadequate. Nobody had thought of. out- 
side buildings being secured. Inside of a day we 
secured the privilege of using three large lodge halls 
within two blocks of the church. In addition, we 
secured the use of a theater. 

2. Lack of teachers and officers. ‘This is a uni- 
versal problem; and yet this plan of organization 
only creates a situation which practically forces what 





This is the fifth of Mr. Entzminger’s series; “The Sun- 
day School Transformed.” 





should be done anyway. Our churches are filled with 
people who are doing nothing. There can never be 
real spiritual growth and development without exer- 
cise in Christian service. And this plan of organ- 
ization compels us to enlist in teaching and other 


active service a number of people who are inactive, 


This is an invaluable by-product of the plan o¥ work 
I am outlining. Anything that will give a hundred 
and twenty-five people a definite task for the Lord 
Jesus Christ in one church where only about fifty 
have formerly been engaged in such work, is one of 
the greatest blessings that can come to that church. 
There is no place where the Lord has a work to do 
that he has not somebody to do it. 

This reorganization and enlargement program con- 
tributes in a great way to the enlistment of church- 
members in active service. In the first place there 
are enough saved people in any church who can do 
this work, if they can be led to take hold of it. Not 
all are trained and efficient, but how can they even 
become so until they are enlisted and put to work? 
Skill is only acquired by practise. Teaching is one 
of the finest of the arts. Not all the teacher-train- 
ing courses and diplomas in the land, however useful 
they may be can make Sunday-school teachers. The 
best possible training of teachers is that which may 
be imparted after they have been enlisted and have 
taken up teaching work. They will feel the need 
of it then as they have not. felt it before. The writer 
of the Hebrews said: “Because of the time, ye all 
ought to be teachers”; and in the Book of Acts; there 
is evidence that points to the conclusion that a large 
part of the membership of the church at Jerusalem 
were teachers. — If there are enough saved people in 
the church, with reasonable intelligence, we should 
give them definite work to do, and get them actually 
tied on to the task. How fine it is, then, to organize 
and begin teaching and training them for the work. 

hen we go out for these new workers, we ap- 
proach them with. a definite proposition. Be sure and 
let them see that their names have already been writ- 
ten into the organization scheme, and that it is a mat- 
ter for them to decide whether they will get you to 
take the name off or whether they will do the work. 
I used to go to people and ask them if they would 
not take a class in the Sunday-school, and have them 
joke with me about the matter, and side-step the is- 
sue, and do it with evident enjoyment. After some 
years, I learned better. When © now to ask 
a person to take a class in Sunday-school, I have the 
names and addresses of the members of the class, 
with the prospective teacher’s name at the head of 
the list all typewritten. And -when I say, “I have 
come to ask you if you will not take this class and 
help us in the building up of our Sunday-school,” 
with the words I hand him the list which he inad- 
vertently takes. Now he has the class and is on the 
defensive. Almost invariably, after pleading and 
excusing himself in every imaginable way, he will 
conclude by saying, “I am willing to undertake it and 
do the best I can.” 

The results are vastly different when prospective 
teachers are approached in this way. Show them 
that, after prayerful consideration of the matter and 
conference with the other workers, you feel that they 
can do this work if they will, and let them see that 
that matter has already been settled, so far as you are 
concerned. It is now a matter between them and the 
Lord as to whether they are willing to undertake it. 
I have seen several thousand additional workers se- 
cured in the last few years and the ease with which 
such a large number of workers have been secured 
has regularly been a surprise to those who took the 
initiative to approach them in each church in which 
we have led in Sunday-school reorganization. When 
you approach them they already know that the census 
of the field has revealed the fact, that a large num- 
ber of workers are needed. Your approach is made 
with a definite and clear request to them to do a 
needed service. This method will win every time. 
I have worked in a large number of places, and I 
have yet to find one where there were not men and 
women enough to do the work. 


3. The lack of co-operation. This is the real diffi- 
culty. But if the method as already outlined has 
been followed, and an appeal for the manifestation of 
the unselfish spirit is. made, and the challenge of a 
greater task is presented, in every case there will be 
a united, sympathetic response. 

LonGwoop, FLa. 


w 


How may we know temptation, and how may we 
best meet it successfully? Answers will be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptation” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 
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but have eternal life.—John 3: 16 


LESSON 12. DECEMBER 21. GOD’S GIFT TO THE WORLD | 


International Uniform Lesson.—(Christmas Lesson.) 


john 1: 14-18; 3: 16-21 
Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 








The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 

The incarnation! God in human flesh! 

John 1:1, “In the beginning was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word was GOD.” 

John 1:14, “And the word,” that was GOD, “was 
made FLESH.” Galatians 4:4, “Made of a woman.” 

Isaiah 7:14, Of “virgin” birth, but IMMANUEL, 
“GOD with us.” Luke 1:35, “The Son of God.” 


Colossians 2:9, “For in him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily.” 


Second 

Law and grace definitely set in CONTRAST! 

John 1: 17, Law “given”; thundered from Mt. Sinai! 
Grace “came” in a Person! “Full of grace.” “And 
of his fulness”; “grace upon grace” (R. V., mar.). 

Galatians 3:10, The law? “Cursed.” Ephesians 2: 

-8, Grace? “Saved.” Romans 3:24, “JUSTIFIED 

reely by his grace.” Ephesians 1:6, 7, “FORGIVE- 
NESS of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” 
Third 

But it is “Grace AND truth.” Never “Grace” at 
the expense of “Truth.” And this is the high and im- 
perative NECESSITY of the Cross! 

John 1:14, 17, “Grace and TRUTH.” John 3: 14, 
“MUST the Son of man be LIFTED UP.” Why? 

Romans 3:25, 26, “That God might be JUST,” in 
the justification of a SINNER, by the way of the 
Cross! “Grace reigns” (Rom. 5:21). But how? 
“Through RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

Fourth 

And salvation is by faith, and the OBJECT of faith 
is the uplifted Christ on the Cross! 

John 3: 14, 15, “Lifted up.” John 12: 32, 33, “From 
the earth.” Signifying what DEATH he should die.” 
John 3: 16-18, “Whosoever believeth.” Romans 3: 
22, “Unto all and upon all them that believe.” Acts 
13: 38, 39, “All that believe.” John. 6:47; Acts 16: 


30, 31. 
Fifth 
Christ’s diagnosis of “Unbelief” ! 
difficulties,” but sin in the life! 
John 3: 19-21, “Loved darkness rather than light 
BECAUSE their deeds were evil.” Genesis 3:8, 
“HID themselves from the presence of the Lord.” 
Hebrews 3:12, “An EVIL heart of unbelief.” 
MarsHALt, TEx, 


Not “intellectual 


The Message of the Lesson 


By W. W. Rughj 
I. The Scripture To Be Read 


HE Son of God, revealed to us in the Gospel of 
John, is the out-shining of God’s glory, the ex- 
press image of God’s person (Heb. 1: 2, 3). The 
glory of the Father was veiled in a body of flesh, 
called the Word. Christ as the Word was full of 
grace and truth “ ‘Grace and truth’ were the swath- 
ing, to human eyes, of as he is,—love 
and light.” When the veil was rent on Cal- 
vary in the death of Christ for our sins, the 
fulness of God's infinite love and unchangeable holi- 
ness shone through. There was a testimony given on 
Sinai concerning ’s holiness in dealing with sinful 
man, but his righteousness, that is, the manifestation 
of his holiness in his dealings with man, was fully 
revealed in putting to death his own Son in judging 
our sins (Rom. 3:21, 22; Psa, 22:1; Acts 2: 23). 
Next to the sweetest story, the proclamation of the 
forgiveness of our sins through the death of Christ, 
is the sweet and blessed story of the Word becoming 
flesh in order to tell out to us who the Father is, and 
what is in his heart toward us. This One who is the 
Word, that is, the revelation of the Father, is in the 
bosom of the Father. The love which is in the Father’s 
heart, and which is in the Son’s heart, moved him to 
come to where we were, dead in trespasses and in sins, 
that he might bring us to the. place whence he came, 
even to the bosom of the Father (Luke 10: 33; Eph. 
2:3; John 14:3; 17:24). The Father’s love-gift 
to the world was not for the purpose of condemning 
the world, but to save the world. His gift of his Son 
has brought to every believing heart salvation from 
sin, unto a life of joyful fellowship with the Father 
(1 Pet. 1:8; 1 John 1: 3, 4). 
The presence of the Son of God as the light of the 


Devotional Reading: John 1: 1-9. 
Primary Topic : The Birth of Jesus. 

Lesson Material : Luke 2; 8-20. 

Memory Verse: I bring you good tidings of great ioy.— 

Luke 2: 10. 

Junior Topic : The Gift of God’s Love. 

Lesson Material : John 3: 16-21. 

Memory Verse : oP ner 4:19. 
Intermediate and Senior Tops: Why Christ Came to Earth. 
Topic for Young People Adults : The World’s Need of Christ. 











1:14 And the Word became flesh, and 1 dwelt among us 
(and we beheld his glory, glory as of *the only begotten 
from the Father), full of grace and truth. 15 John beareth 
witness of him; and crieth, saying, * This was he of whom 
I said, He that cometh after me is become before me: for 
he was *before me. 16 For of his fulness we all received, 
and ° grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 
No man hath seen God at any time; °the only begotten 
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him. 


3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son 
into the world to judge the world; but that the world 
should be saved through him. 18 He that telieveth on him 
is not judged: he that believeth not hath been judged al- 
ready, because he hath not believed on the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, 
that the light is come into the world, and men loved the 
darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil. 


20 For every one that 7doeth evil hateth the light, and © 


cometh not to the light, lest his works should be * re- 
proved. 21 But he that doeth the truth cometh to the 
light, that his works may be made manifest, ® that they 
have been wrought in God. 


1Gr, tabernacled. 2Or, an only begotten from a father 
Comp. Heb. 11 : 17. ®Some ancient authorities read (this 
was he that said). ‘Gr. first in regard of me. ®Or, 
grace upon grace ® Many very ancient authorities read 
God only begotten. 7 Or, practiseth * Or, convicted ® Or, 
because 


' American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








world reveals the darkness that is in the hearts of 
sinful men, for sin caused darkness, disease, and death. 
But the light of the glory of God that shines in his 
face, shines into every believing heart, thus bringing 
us out of darkness into his marvelous light (2 Cor. 
4:6; 1 Pet. 2:9). Obedient hearts enjoy the light, 
but hearts that are disobedient love darkness, because 
their deeds are evil. 


Il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Why Christ Came to 

Earth. Jesus Christ did not come to the earth to make 
the people of earth better. He never started a moral 
reform. He came to the world as the living Word of 
God, the revelation of the Father to men, for the pur- 
pose of bringing men back to God. He did not come 
to make the world better by establishing schools and 
universities. He came to teach us the truth; not the- 
ories about the works of God, but to reveal God in 
life and Word to us. He himself is the Truth, that is, 
in him, in his desires, in his thoughts, in his words, in 
his acts, there is a testimony that the written Word, 
which is the truth of God, is incarnate in him (John 
17:3, 17; 14:6). How many soever are the promises 
of God, these in him are yea and amen, to the glory of 
God (2 Cor. 1:20, R. V.). He came to the earth to 
save us from the world. The whole world lieth in the 
evil one, like a nursing child in the lap of its mother 
(1 John 5:19; Gal. 6:14). He gave himself for our 
sins that he might deliver us out of this present evil 
age, according to the will of God our Father (Gal. 1: 
4B V3: € came, not to save us in our sins, but 
to save us from our sins. If he had not been born in 
Bethlehem as God’s Son; we never would have been 
= God through faith in him (Gab. 3: 26, R. V.; 
4:6). 
2. Young People and Adults: The World’s Need of 
Christ. The world needs Jesus Christ because we are 
alt liars and he is the Truth (Num. 23:19). The 
world needs Christ because we were all born in sin, 
and he is the only Saviour (Jer. 17:9; Psa. 51: 
S: Eohk:3:3 3 ee es Ory The world needs 
Christ because we were all unrighteous, . and 
he is the only righteous One (Rom. 3:10; 1 
John 2:1). The world needs Jesus Christ because 
we were all enemies of God, but he is the only One 
who loved God with all his soul, with all his mind, 
and with all his strength (Rom. 5:10; Matt. 22: 37; 
John 8:29). The world needs Jesus Christ because 
we were all dead in sins, and he is the life and the 
life-giver (Eph. 2:3; John 1:4; 6:33).. The world 
needs Christ because we were lost, and he is the way 
to God (Luke 19:10; John 14:6). The world needs 
Jesus Christ because we were darkness, but he is the 
light of the world (Eph. 5:8; John 8: 12). 


‘ 


lll. The Golden Text 
John 3:16. 


The world is just as precious to the Father as his 
Son. The same is true of every individual who will 
believe the Gospel, for what is true of the whole is 
true of every part (Gal. 2:20; John 17:23). It cost 
Jesus Christ all that he had to purchase the world 
(Matt. 13: 38, 44-46). The treasure which he hid in 
the field is Israel, and the pearl of great price is the 
Church. The price he»paid indicates the value of 
what he purchased. Every believer, therefore, is more 
precious to Christ than his own life, as precious to the 
Father as his own Son. We are his inheritance, or 
heritage, and when he purchased us he became en- 
riched, for he purchased vessels that had in them- 
selves nothing that was pleasing to God, and therefore 
he could pour into us the infinite fulness of his abun- 
dant life and love, —all that he is and has (Eph. 1: 
11, R. V., 18). Every one who will believe God’s love 
toward us in Christ will find not only forgiveness of 
sin and eternal life, but the supply of every need in 
him (Rom. 8: 32; Phil. 4: 19). In Christ, our heavenly 
Father gave us all that he had. Yes, he gave himself 
(Heb. 1:2; Rom. 8:17; John 16: 13-15). 


IV.. Devotional Reading 
John 1:1-9. 


A “word” is that by which we tell out some thought 

or idea that is in our minds. Jesus Christ, the “Word,” 
who was with God, who was God, came into the world 
to declare, or reveal to us who God is, and what he is, 
the One who is absolutely: holy, infinite in love. By 
his creative as well as his redemptive work, Jesus 
Christ has told out the Father, has revealed him to us. 
Could we read the revelation of the glory of God in 
the handiwork of Jesus Christ in creation we would 
see not only the omnipotent, omniscient, invisible, 
omnipresent God, but we would see a holy God, and 
a God of infinite love. It was an act of his love to 
make the earth habitable for -‘man (Isa. 45:18, R! V.). 
It was man’s comfort and physical well-being that our 
Lord ought of in all his creative work in preparing 
the earth for man’s dwelling (Psa. 104). 
_ Though Christ, as the “Word,” is the light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world, with- 
out his creative and redemptive work we could not 
know God. He is “the light of the world.” The light 
that he gives is the light of the new life that shines 
into our hearts. Therefore those who will not receive 
by faith the One who is the light, will remain in 
darkness. Though Israel had the testimony concern- 
ing God’s eternal power and Godhead through crea- 
tion, and had also the written oracles of God com- 
mitted to them, many remained in darkness because 
they refused to accept the light. Men are in darkness, 
not because there has not been light, but because they 
neglected or rejected the light God has given concern- 
ing a knowledge of himself (Heb. 2:3; John 17:3). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


bed \ 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


OR what two purposes was the book of John written? 
Give reference. 


2. In what sense is Christ the Word? 


3. What is the first Bible record of God’s actual com- 
ing to earth to be with man? 


4- What does the Bible tell us of men’s attitude toward 
the nearness of God’s presence on earth? 


S- ver instances of fear of God’s presence can you 
give 
6. What instances can you give notably to the contrary? 


7. What manifestation of God has never yet been seen by 
mene 


8. Cite a passage where Christ speaks of ‘his pre-exist- 
ence. 


9. What word in John 3: 16 tells how much God loved the 
world? 


to. Why was not a qualifying adverb used to describe 
God’s love? 


11, What did God choose in the place of our insufficient 
language to express his love? 


12. Is ovr language sufficient to express what is the best 
return we can make for such love? 


13. Are grace and truth both in John 3: 16? 


14. How many times do the various forms of the word 
“believe,” such as “believeth,” ‘“believest,” “believed,” 
“believing,” and the like, occur in John? 


15. In what verses of the Old Testament is the Son 
spoken of? 


16. Where in the Old Testament is the Son spoken of as 
God? 


17. If Christ came not to condemn the world, what does 
his death free us from? 


18. What must one do to be lost? 
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Lesson for December 21 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 


1g. When the light of the. world is revealed to darkened 
hearts; and that light is refused, what is the result? 

20. What prophecies can you recall that spoke of the 
coming Christ under the figure of light in some of its 
forms? ‘9 
‘gt. What words of Jesus fulfill these prophecies? 

22. Why does the judgment of John 3: 19 lie against men 
of to-day? : 

23. Was the incarnation only temporary? Cite a passage 
to explain your reply. 

24. What assurance have we that the One who purchased 
us at the price of his own life will never forsake us? 


ee 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


i ding 
The answers to the lesson questions of the prece 
week are now given on one of the later pages of this Les- 
son Department. 


4 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principe or ANALYsIS.—Train pupils to. 
think the lesson material into its elements. 











son concentrates itself into the great theme 
= hs gift of ‘ a as the gift of 
God, in whom are all the treasures Of Wis- 
dom foe knowledge and all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily, is of course unanalyzable, save as the 
Word itself sets forth that which enables us to grasp 
better something of the richness of this great gift. 
Our analysis is to be of the Scripture content pre- 
sented to us, which is not so much a setting forth of 
elements of his character as different illuminations of 
his personality enabling us to appreciate it a bit bet- 
ter. He is the Word—the utterance, or as one has 
said, “the outerance,” of God. He is the light of the 
world, and the life which is the light of men. He is 
the fulness of Grace and Truth (“Grace includes all 
mercy; truth, all justice”). Though one day he will 
judge the world, he came not to condemn, but to be 
the salvation of the world (v. 17). He is the declara- 
tion of God (1:18), and he is God only begotten (3: 
18), and God incarnate (1:14). | , 
All of what he is in his many-sided nature was in- 
volved in the gift of the Father when he sent him to 
be a propitiation for our sins, and all of what he is 
was manifest in the life he lived and the death he died 
in so far as it could be‘revealed to the apprehension of 
finite minds. How inadequate is man’s comprehension 
of the import of this great gift is indicated by the 
tragic lament of verse 19, carrying the implication that 
because of their evil deeds and life men love not only 
darkness but ignorance and death, else why do they re- 
fuse to heed the Word of God and turn away from the 
life which is offered? — 


HUNTINGDON,,PA. 


From My.,Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 


This article treats the alternative lesson for December 
21, “The Conversion of Zacchaeus” (Luke 19% 1-10). 


ND he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore 
tree (v. 4). The literal is “and running he 
climbed,” prodramon anebe, so precipitate that the run- 
ning mergéd into the climbing. When one considers 
what an offense against social standing this precipitate 
climbing of a tree was for the head of the order of 
wblicans there is perhaps a touch of humor in our 
Ford's call to him, Speusas katabethi, “hurry to come 
dowrti.” : 
For to-day I must abide at thy house (v. 5). Dei 
is, “I am bound to.” It is a program to which I am 
“tied” (from deo, to bind, to tie), this program of, the 
salvation of individual sinners. In John 4:4 he uses 
the same word edei, “he must needs go through Sa- 
maria,” where there is a prospective convert, the Sa- 
maritan woman. Paul uses the same word in Acts 
2022, “And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto 
Jerusalem.” The Son of man was seeking the lost and 
it is an imperative mission. k 
And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Be- 
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor 
(v. 8). What a handle that name Zacchi, the pure, 
must have been to the Pharisees, to say nothing of 
all those who had suffered from his graft. In the 
seventeenth of Luke we have the picture of the Phari- 
see “taking his stand,” statheis, in the full assurance 
of -his financial purity and exactness in tithing and the 
poor publican “standing,” estos, afar off. Now we 
have the publican Zacchaeus taking his stand, statheis, 
in the consciousness of honest restitution. The Phari- 
see took his stand and prayed, thanking God that he 
was a tither. The publican took his stand before Christ 
and went the Pharisee better five times (the half of 
my goods, not the tenth). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway | 


This article treats the alternative lesson for December 
21, “The Conversion of Zacchaeus” (Luke 19 : 1-10). 


The Three Heads.—And he was rich. And he 
sought to see Jesus (vs. 2, 3). Couple this with the 
tenth verse, and behold a rich man and a lost man and 
a saved man. Now, parson, go to it for a fine Christ- 
mas sermon. If your congregation happens\to be made 
up largely of he-men from mill, office, and street who 
will not be shocked by near-slang,— that is to say, 
plain plug citizens, — your first head can be: The Rich 
Man Up a Tree. Dissatisfied in spite of his wealth — 
rattled, and with a hunger deep down in his heaft for 
something better than dividends and coupons. Your 
second head can be: The Rich Man in the Tall Timber. 
Going round and round in a circle with the North 
Star unseen and the Sun shut out! Tell them about 
Stanley in the darkness of the great African forest 
and how he found his Saviour in that jungle as well 
as finding Livingstone. Your third head can be: The 
Dead Wood on the Devil. Now go to it, parson, and 
when you pound out your sermon on your Corona (or 
some other), send a carbon copy to the fellow who 
poured in the water to start the old pump going. If 
you are a fast worker and have the sermon for Christ- 
mas, you can make your trees conifers with their can- 
dies and their tinsel. Of course, up on the Avenue 
these colloquial heads would never do. It is true, 
Jesus came for the poor, to seek and to save that 
which is lost, but he really loves ‘the rich 
and the “found” just the same. Indeed, one of 
the poorest old farmers we ever had in this sec- 
tion was one of the richest. Not a worker in 
the Coatesville mills who had more of everything than 
he. He arrived at the end of his life with nothing 
but money. “One of the lostenest men that ever 
squeezed a dollar till the eagle hollered,” as Sam Husk 
said. When any Zaccheus is interested enough in 
Jesus to take a look at him old Mammon has a dan- 
gerous rival. 

Calling on the Grafter.—To-day I must abide at 
thy house (v. 5). Jesus did not send word to Zaccheus 
to “come around to my office to-morrow, I. would like 
to have a talk with you.” I never tire of calling at- 
tention to the fact that Jesus in his earthly ministry 
was a normal four-square man. He liked folks and 
loved life. Never refused an invitation to any sort 
of function and began his ministry by attending that 
liveliest of all functions, a wedding. From time im- 
memorial the wedding has been the home of the “rough 
house” — from kidnaping the groom to the old shoes 
and rice and the “decorations” that follow the cere- 
mony. Yes, I think Cana had its equivalents for hu- 
man nature and its movements never change. Here in 
our lesson to-day we have the amazing spectacle of:a 
young reformer from Up Country inviting himself to 
the home of the rich man for supper. That was not 
the worst of it. This rich man was a “grafter.” One 
of the new-rich. The Knickerbockers, the Mayflowers, 
the Welcomers, the F. F. V’s did not leave their cards 
at Zacchetevas Manor. Oh, dear, no! But Jesus called 
there. Yes, Jesus did. Say, old fellow, with a pile 
and a reproach, and a hard name, don’t you ever for- 
get this the longest day you live. This is exactly the 
sort of Saviour he is. When my father and my 
mother and the neighbors forsake me then will Jesus 
take me up. If I can get this truth into the conscious- 
ness of the great host of unhappy tainted rich men all 
up and down the land I shall have performed a great 
mission in the world. Jesus is hungry to move right 
in and “abide.” 

The Plow Handles.—The Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost (v. 10). Heaven 
has somewhat to say about riches, but nowhere in the 
whole Bible is there a dead line. However, some folks 
seem to think so. There was Bradbury Brewer, for 
example. Brad used to be one of the most 12ligious 
fellows I ever knew. Superintendent of the Sunday- 
school, officer in the church, director in the Y. M. C. A., 
and a regular religious roustabout, indefatigable for 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. October 5.—The Choice of the Twelve. ...Matthew 10 : 1-8 
October 12.—The Sermon on the Mount ..Matthew 5 to 7 
October 19.—The Parable of the Sower ......Mark 4 : 1-20 
October 26.—The Stilling of the Storm ...Mark 4 : 35-41 
November 2.—The Prodigal Son — World’s Temper- 


A FEFeKPT 


BEG RS, | ac oa ae cn ko shan stegsegeouets Luke 15 : 11-24 
November 9.—The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

ohn 6: 1-15 

7. November 16.—Peter’s Confession ...... Matthew 16 : 13-20 
8 November 23.—The Transfiguration ...... Luke 9 : 28-36 
9. November 30.—The Good Samaritan ...... Luke 10 : 25-37 
to. December 7.—The Man Born Blind ........ John 9: 1-41 
rm. December 14.—The Raising of Lazarus ...... John 11 : 1-44 


12. December 21.—The Conversion of Zacchaeus Luke 19 : 1-10 


Or, 
Christmas Lesson — God’s Gift to the World 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 
13. December 28.—Review: Central Period of Christ’s 
Ministry 





757 


the Lord. Brad “struck oii’ and his income soared to 
00000 with a nice digit to lead the procession of goose 
eggs. He found he did not need religion any more, 
and now Brad golis and functions at the hours and 
on the day, the Sunday-school hums ana church bells 
sing. His children “have special religious instruc- 
tion at home.” ‘What, have my Gwendolen taught by 
a store girl along with a bunch of Backstreeters — the 
very ideah!” (Psa. 49: 11-18; 1 Tim. 6:10.) I have 
been all my life trying to help folks to prosperity and 
happiness. I have spent all my days among those 


‘whose only income has been the yellow envelope. It 


also happens I know many very rich men. I make it a 
rule never to leave a rich man’s office without touch- 
ing him up a little bit religiously. “By the way, Mr. 
Divees, what church do you belong to?” I say in a do- 
you-think-we-are-going-to-have-rain sort o’ way. Then 
I ask with a smile, “Are you working at it?” or “You 
ought to belong, old fellow — you don’t know the fun 
you are missing.” And not once in years has there 
been anything but a warm handclasp for the good-by 
unless the man has been a Bradbury Brewer. It is 
then I get such expressions as “blue stocking,” “hard 
shell,” “hide bound,” “Puritanical,” and lots of argu- 
ment. “Get back to it, brother, get back to it,” I say. 
But I think as I sadly move away, “No man, having 
put his hand to the plow —.” Yes, Jesus came to save 
the Zaccheuses as well as the woman with seven hus- 
bands, and the girl with seven devils. There is no dol- 
lar line. This is why we celebrate Jesus’ Birthday 
four days hence, and all the land for at least one day 
will be on a level with the Christ spirit. And the 
Corner can make you no better wish for the seven- 
teenth time (Luke 9: 62). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


HERE is no greater theme on earth or in Heaven 

than that of God’s unspeakable gift.to the world. 
It is to be expected that prophecy would anticipate the 
coming of Christ, which it does; but that gift was 
in the will of the Father ordained before the foun- 
dation of the world. Thus prophetic expectation con- 
cerning the coming of Christ is threefold: (1) He 
was God’s provided Lamb, before all time began, (2) 
he was seen of the prophets, and (3) John the Bap- 
_ ave immediate witness and prediction concerning 
the rist. , 
The Lord Jesus Christ came to be the manifesta- 
tion of God to men (John 1:18). “God, who at 
sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son” (Heb. §:1, 2). 
Christ is the message of God to men. He is distinctly 
said to be “in the bosom of the Father.” He never 
left that bosom, even in the hour of his unutterable 
sacrifice; for it was that bosom of infinite love which 
was then acting in behalf of the redemption of lost 
men. 

Christ is the manifestation of God’s bosom of-love: 

but we are told that the love of God had a special 
manifestation in the death of Christ, rather than in 
his life, example, and teachings: “God commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8), and, “Hereby per- 
ceive we the love of God, because he laid down his 
life for us” (1 John 3: 16). 
. Christ is God’s gift to men and that gift constituted 
a revelation of God to men. No person should be 
unmindful of this divine message. Can we say, “God 
has spoken his message of love to me through Jesus 
Christ the Lord”? 


Daas, TEx. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list a lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference wili be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Iilustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specielly desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Limitations and Achievements.—And he ran be- 
fore, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him 
(v. 4). A new bird sanctuary is to be established in 
Hyde Park, London, in memory of W. H. Hudson, 
who in his boyhood knew all the freedom of the 
pampas, but who in his later years, almost a prisoner 
in London, carried on some of his most interesting 
studies in the city itself andin the country near it. In 
spite of this handicap, Hudson contrived to find a sur- 
prising amount of wild life still holding its own 
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IS IT SAFE? 


The vital question for 
the investor of mod- 
erate means 





OR persons of moderate means 
F the safety of an investment is 

the most important feature. 
That is one reason why so many 
persons put their money in Savings 
Banks. They are afraid of the many 
investment schemes which have been 
devised to catch the unwary, The 
same reason prompts them to invest 
in Liberty Bonds, mortgages and 
other conservative securities, In 
these cases, safety is assured, but the 
interest rate is low; and people are 
willing to sacrifice high rates in favor 
of assurance of safety. 


It is not necessary, however, to make 
such a sacrifice, for there is an in- 
vestment just as safe as any of these 
where the rate is much higher— 
sometimes twice as high, depend- 
ing on the age of the investor. 
This form of investment is known as 
the annuity bond. It is not new, but 
has been available for more than half 
acentury. It has elements of safety 
greater than most securities and has 
many advantages which other securi- 
ties do not possess at all. 


There are two principal forms of 
annuity bonds, One is the bond in 
which only one person is involved, 


The other form is known as the 
Survivorship Bond. In this bond, 
two or more persons are mentioned 
as annuitants and the amount is paid 
as long as either person mentioned in 
the bond shall live. 


By filling out the coupon below, 
you will receive without cost and 
without obligation on your part, an 
attractive booklet, ‘‘Bibles and 
Bonds,’’ which will tell you how and 
why annuity bonds are safe, conveni- 
ent, permanent, non-taxable, and 
will explain other advantages which 
these bonds possess over the average 
investment, 


The American Bible Society has 
been selling its annuity bonds for 
more than half a century without 
loss to a single one of its hundreds of 
investors, 


Annuity bonds are sold in any 
denomination from {$100.00 up. 
They give the small as well as the 
large investor the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in the financial benefits of 
‘the bonds and in the world-wide 
service of the Society. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen : 


Please send me without obligation on my 
part your booklet No. 622, entitled “Bibles 
and Bonds.” 
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within the largest city in the world. 
There are those who complain of their 
surroundings and blame their environ- 
ment because it limits them arid keeps 
them from great achievements. It is not 
so much the conditions without, as the 
measure of determination within, that 
counts.—From Forward. Sent by Mrs. 
H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 


The Wonder of It!—The word became 
flesh (v. 14). Christmas comes to us 
again with its word of peace, and the 
mystery of the holy birth d eke 
want to tell you of something that hap- 
pened last Friday afternoon. The Chris- 
tian wom came to my house that day 
for half an hour, which we spend in 
prayer for the women of the world... . 

hey held out imploring hands to Christ, 
saying, “Make our black bodies shine for 
thee, Jesus our Chief. We are only 
black women, Thou art the great Chief 
of the white men, yet we too can love 
thee.” I tried to tell them that he was a 
brown baby, — not. white like us or black 
like them; and that he was a helpless 
baby needing a mother’s love and care; 
that thus he to us, the great Chief. 
Was it foolish to tell them that? They 
so hate their black bodies, and I fear 
it is our fault that they do. One woman 
took her baby off her back, held him 
toward me, and said, “Small and weak 
like this? Did a woman bear him and 
feed him?” “Yes,” I said. They clapped 


their -hands and shouted their equivalent 
to “All hail, Baby Chief!” They had 
never realized all this before. “We 


thought he was a white woman’s baby,” 
said one, which simply meant that he 
was ours, not theirs —From A. H. Small’s 
“The Kingdom and the King.” Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


What Is Our Witness?—Beareth wit- 
ness of him (v. 15). At a vesper service 
one of the speakers told of the com- 
ment of an old native Christian pastor 
in India, as he watched the work of the 
missionaries in their various activities, 
language study, school work, and mul- 
— organization, and who said: 
“Sometimes I think, Mem Sahiba, the 
mission work interferes with the Lord’s 
work.” Is it so in America?—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. 


The Life-Belt.—That whosoever believ- 
est in him should not perish (Golden 
Text). One day this summer I was 
ing out to a steamer with a friend and 
when near the steamer our boat upset. 


< 





The river was very deep and very swift, 
but I had taken two li‘ >-belts. ut one 
on, but my friend who sag swim- 
mer put his down beside him. When we 
were thrown into the water, my life-belt 
soon brought me to the surface, but my 
dear friend never came up again.- Can 
we learn a lesson from this? The 
blood of Jesus is like the life-belt, and 
faith in him i. putting it on. Knowing 
about Jesus but not believing him is the 
life-belt at our side that does not save. 
The Apostle Paul said, “Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”—From H. J. Squire, 
in China’s Millions. Sent by J. B. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


His Elder Brother.—For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should ‘not perish, but have eternal life 
(Golden Text). There are some sad 
scenes at the landing-place in New York. 
A little pale boy of ten years, from 
Sweden, was standing with a tall brother 
by his side. He noticed some were be- 
ing sent back, and became agitated. The 
judge asked him where he was from and 
he told him. “Have you any money?” 
He looked up at his big brother as much 
as to say, “He can talk for me!’* The 
big brother said, “I will stand for him, 
sir.” “You will see he does not become 
a public charge?” “I will take care of 
him; he is my youngest brother.” The 
money was put down; the record was 
made. Then I would like you to have seen 
the lad’s face. It was illumined and he 
looked at his big brother as much as to 
say, “You and I are all right. There is 
nothing the matter with us.” He was 
put through on the merits of his big 
brother. So we have obtained our stand- 
ing in the Kingdom of God through the 
merits of our brother, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.—From a sermon by the Rev. A. C. 
Dixon. Sent by Annie Richardson Ken- 
nedy, Elk Rapids, Mich. 


Why Christ’s Death Availed.—For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life (Golden Text). A deaf 
and dumb boy wrote on his slate to his 
teacher: “I do not see how Jesus Christ 
alone should be able to: die for all men.” 
The teacher was puzzled. She then went 
out of the room, and came back with an 
apronful of dead leaves; took off a dia- 
mond ring from: her finger; and weighed 
the leaves against the diamond. The boy’s 
face lit up. He then wrote on his slate: 
“I see it now: Jesus is a diamond worth 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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God! 
“The only-begotten 
GOD” Greek of verse 18 
“And the WORD 
became flesh, and 
dwelt among us.” 
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more than all the leaves of a dead world.” 
He only could gather into his breast 
the spearpoints of all sin whose breast 
was infinite—From the Pentecostal Evan- 
gel. Sent by Wassif Abd-el-Malik, A pos- 
tolic Church, Samalout, Egypt. 


The Depth of God’s Love.—For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal 
life (Golden Text). “God's love is 
deeper than sin,” writes Dr. J. H. Jowett. 
“O e night when I was crossing the At- 
lantic, an officer told me that we had just 
passed over the spot where the Titanic 
went down. It is too far down for the 
power of man to recover. Then I thought 
of all the human a engulfed and 
sunk in oceanic. depths of sin. Very far 
down. But not too far down for the 
sah si poe bags sige Raga hell.’ 
and he wi scend again if you are 
there, Tf 1 make afy bed in hell... 
thou art there.’ ‘Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound.’ ‘He bore 
our sins,’ then he got beneath it. And 
there is no human wreckage lying in the 
ooze of the deepest sea of iniquity that 
his deep love cannot reach and redeem.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
J. B. James, Toronto, Can. 


1 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Joy to the world.” 

“O little town of Bethlehem.” 

“Hark the herald angels sing.” 

“It came upon the midnight clear.” 

“O come, all ye faithful.” 

“Holy night, silent night.” 

“Christians, awake.” 

“While shepherds watched their flocks.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board. of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3 : 16, 
“Redeemed, Redeemed” (151 : 1-4). 

‘ Psalm 71 : 14-19, 23. 
“His Grace Abideth Ever’ (276 : 1-3). 

; Psalm 136 : 1-4, 23-26. 
“Bring An Offering” (191 : 1, 2). Psalm 96 : 1-4. 


‘ From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 
Father, how may we thank thee for the un- 
measured love with, whichethou hast loved 
the world? Because of thy love we are 
here to-day. Thou hast made it possible 
for us to pass from death unto life. If 
there are any among us who do not as yet 
believe ‘that thou hast done this through 
thine only begotten Son; our Lord Jesus, 
then wilt thou touch their hearts to-day, 
reminding them of thy gift to them, and of 
the tidings of great joy. In this time of 
rejoicing may we not forget the cost of our 
salvation, and may we so count ourselves 
messengers of the Gospel that others who 
do not as yet-know thee may find a new 
and saving message in this Christmas-time. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A man who was 
not wealthy gave a large sum of money 
to a son whom he wished to help. The 
young man’s mother had long ago been 
called to be with the Lord. The family was 
scattered. As the father handed the 
check to his son, he said with tears in 


| his eyes, “I wouldn’t do this for anybody 


in the world but for you.” It was a sac- 
rificial gift for that father to make, and 
the son, knowing that this was so, re- 
ceived it with deep gratitude and deter- 
mination to use it well. His use of it 
justified the father’s confidence. But while 
that father loved his son, just think 
what it must have meant when God sent, 
not a gift out of the treasury of his 
bounty for ‘his children, but sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, because God 
so loved the world, and loved the world 
although the very persons to whom he 
was sending his Son would, most of them, 
reject him. It is one thing to love where 
love is returned. It is quite another 
thing to love those who do their worst 
instead’ of responding to that love. Have 
you ever really thought how great was 
the cost of /our salvation? When we 
give our loving gifts at this Christmas- 


time shall we not remember the great- | 
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Lesson for December 21 
John x : 14-18; 3: 16-21 ~ 


est gift that was ever given to man, and 
say to ourselves again and again during 
these glad Poon by “For God so loved,” “For 
God so lo "3 ‘Are we living just now 
in any way that will show him how much 
we appreciate that love? Let us pray. 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The same Scripture portion 
and memory: verse were presented as 
the lesson for July 6. They are much 
more appro riate for the Christmas sea- 
son. different emphasis will give a 
| new view-point. 
H Lesson Teaching.—Jesus Christ.is the 
best of God's gifts. 

Introduction—At Christmas time we 
think about gifts which we have made or 
bought for others; also about gifts which 

i we expect to receive. This is a good 
time to count. some of the wonderful 
| og from our Heavenly Father, which 

e gives to all people. : 

“Count your blessings, name them one by 

one, 
Ceunt your blessings, see what God has 
done.” 





What do we breathe all the time? God 
gives enough fresh air for all his crea- 
tures, but people often spoil it with smoke. 
What do we eat and drink? God -pro- 
vides enough food and water for all peo- 
22 and other living things in the world. 

eople do not always share these bless- 
ings with others. 


r Have you ever thought that God, the 


Heavenly Father, gives every new day 
and every new night to everybody in. the 
whole world? Very often people forget 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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to thank him for these, but God never 
forgets to send them. has given 
the earth, sea, and sky, the sun, moon and 
stars to all his children; really, God has 
given so many good things to all his crea- 
tures that we can never count them. 

God has given life to every creature, 
and wants it to be a healthy, happy life. 
God trusts each person to-use his life 
well, but many spoil their lives for them- 
selves and others. gives his love 
to all people, but some do not seem to 
care for it, 


Story Items.—To-day we are to think 
and talk about God’s. most wonderful gift 
of all because he loved our world so 
much (repeat John 3:16). Everybody 
should know the story of that first 
Christmas Day when the world received 
God's: greatest ‘gift of love. 

“On Christmas Day, far, far away, 

A little baby slumbering lay; 
Starlight was shed, around his bed 
And round his fair and lowly head. 


“The angels sung, the blue sky rung, 
And all the earth looked bright and 
young, 

’Twas God’s own Son, came down alone 

To make our littlé souls his own.” 


God’s greatest gift came one night when 
most people were asleep, but some shep- 
herds were watching their flocks _ near 
Bethlehem. They saw the glorious light 
and heard the angels’ message: “Behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of Da- 
vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

That first Christmas night was long, 
long ago. Because many, many children 
and older people, too, have never heard 
about it, part of our Christmas offering is 
to help to make them happy by sending 
the Good News, the Glad Tidings, to 
others (mention your plan here). It is 
not their fault that they have not heard, 
but it is time that the Christmas message 
should be carried into all the world. 

When Jesus grew up he spent his life 
in giving his love and help to others; he 
gave food to more than five thousand; he 
gave sight to the blind beggar; he gave 
a new heart to Zaccheus. Let us plan to 
go about doing good during: the New 
Year which the Heavenly Father will 
give to us very soon. (Close with prayer.) 

Peoria, It. 

we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Why Christ came to earth. 
2.“I want my mother herself.” 











“XRTHY did Christ come to earth?” | 


we are asked. to gonsider with our 
girls for this Christmas lesson. The an- 


| swer is made very clear in our Scripture 
‘passage for the day. 


John says that 
Christ was God’s Word to this world 
—a message that all men of all time 
might surely read aright, that in this 


| Word from the Father, made flesh like 


ourselves, we might see the glory of the 
Father himself, knowing nothing else and 
nothing less would ever satisfy the hearts 
of men that were created in his like- 
ness; and that so the world might be 
saved through him. 


2. Perhaps your girls will sense this 
truth most quickly through this little life- 
story, told once before in this column, 
but again a case in point. 

To a young wife of wealth and high 
social station was born a lovely baby 
girl, upon whom, through her laughing 
babyhood days, every gift that love could 
devise was lavished. But lingering ill- 
ness left the tiny Phyllis frail and ever 
frailer, until she came to be the constant 
care of trained nurses; a constant anxiety 
on the hearts of her parents, still young 
and pleasure-loving, and at last, as the 
years dragged slowly by, a constant bar 
to the active life they craved among 
their friends. More and more frequent 
became the trips away, “for just a little 
change” or “just to get away for a little 
from the constant presence of suffering,” 
on the part of the mother, though she 
never forgot to send back to the little 
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MEIGS’ HANDWORK BOOKS 


“SAND TABLE ILLUSTRATIONS.”—If you are interested in pre- 
senting Bible Stories to children by the sand table method, you will 
find in this unique manual many valuable suggestions. It is the 
work of a minister's wife, who for many years in many communities 
has taught children by the use of the sand table. It gives full in- 
structions for illustrating forty-eight Bible stories. There are eight 
full paged pictures of stories illustrated. Bound in cloth, price per 
copy, $1.00, postpaid. 


“PAPER TEARING.”—Teachers and speakers will hail this book 
which shows how such objects as a man in a boat, a chain, a flower, 
a bird, or a candle may easily be torn from paper. There are twenty- 
seven different lessons, each of which contains diagrams, instruc- 
tions and a peegranh of the completed rt The objects torn 
out are used to impress the truths of the Bible lesson or talk. It is 
a book that you need. Price per copy, 50c, postpaid. 


“ OUTLINE CHALK TALKS.”—This book furnishes one hundred and 
twenty striking drawings and clever outlines for chalk talks. Each 
drawing has Biblical quotations and references illustrating the les- 
son to be taught. Price, 75¢ per copy. 


“CRAYON AND CHARACTER.”—The most complete and compre- 
hensive chalk talk book published. It enables you to draw whether 
you are an artist or not. There are 64 talks already prepared, and 
64 drawings already drawn, so that all you have to do is to follow 
some simple instructions in reproducing them on the blackboard. 
Price, per copy, $1.75, postpaid. 


**RAPID HAND DRAWING.”—A new book of principles and meth- 
ods for free hand drawing with diagrams and illustrations. Com- 
plete, yet brief, and practical are the chapters on perspective, light, 
shade, harmony of colors, lettering, and outline map work. Any 
worker will find it very valuable in learning how to give a success- 
ful chalk talk. Price, per copy, 50c, postpaid. 


Send for Our Complete Catalog 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


41 W. Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 
Kindly Mention The Sunday School Times 





























“Its Clear Revealing” 


Few interpreters of the Scrip- 





tures have as devoted a follow- 
ing as has Charles Gallau- 
det Trumbull, the editor of 


** In view of its clear revealing of 
meaning of the text, the more 
Bible student of to-day 




















does not informed i 
The Sunday School Times. a > 
Mr. Trumbull is in intimate 
touch with Bible study and 
teaching methods: Do you 





sci Rename Ag Gh standard for the columris of The Sun- 
wan ma: meri- day School Ti i 

can Standard Bible? Read a pearance 1901." — Chores ™ Gal 
his illuminating letter : = laudet Trumbull. 


Follow Mr. Trumbull’s lead. He knows by test; ience ; 
by testimony. Read the American Standard Bible tn ype 
from it. And be sure, when you buy it, that you have the genuine 


Nelsonstandara Bible 


(Edited by American Revision Committee) 
The American Standard Bible Text 


has been adopted by all leading Colleges, Theo- 
logical Seminaries, Y. M. C. A., Y.W.C.A., and 
Bible Schools throughout the United States. 


The, American Standard Bible Text 


is used by over 13,000,000 scholars from which 
| to study the International, graded or other Bible 


lessons. 


A Nelson Bible is a Guarantee. | 


of the best character of printing, binding, paper, 
as well as of the latest and ek nokiiinn Two 
hundred styles of binding and ten sizes of type. 


& THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


NELSON BIBLES 
in all sizes,types and styles 
of ading vee obtainable 
df 








wherever Bibles are sold. 


FREE BOOKLET & Authorized publishers for the American Revision Committee 
A charming 36-page booklet’ entitled : 381 A, Fourth Avenue, New York City 
- ‘onderful — — isk Dear Sirs: Please send me FREE of book titled, ** The 
at 10¢ per copy, telling how the Bible § Wonderful Story.” This does not obligate me in any way. 
came down through the ages, and gy, 
containing man facts of vital interest, ‘ i S86 eee ove. © o Abie, 6 6 a & o6 ol etd. © 
will be sent FREE. on request to anyone Bc 
mentioning The Sunday School Tim-s. 1 EN Mog Sette hare te vy Vari ae orca wie 6 “0 pb 4 pie 
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Nashville, 711 N. Church St. 
New York Fifth A’ 


Simplicity of Operation in Sunday School Grading 





Grading in education is a necessity in the proper development of the child. 
It has come to stay. Schools must be graded for life itself is a succession 


of various stages of development. To gtading in the*Sunday School 
means to diminish the school’s effectiveness, 


The casual reader or one lessionally interested in lesson systems will 
find the little booklet, “GRADING THE SUNDAY SCHOOL,” very con- 
vincing. It will be mailed free to you upon request. 


Granted that a school must be graded, there still remains the problem of 
selecting the most effective system. It is not necessary to burden a school 
with a complex system in giving the pupils the best forthem. Close grad- 
ing is not necessarily essential to accomplish the best results. We suggest 
that you study the merits of these lessons. 


THE WESTMINSTER DEPARTMENTAL 
GRADED LESSONS 
Graded by age groups Each group represents a department 
The material of these lessons is selected for the average ages of the various 
groups, but written so as to be adaptable to the various ages within each 


group. Thus it is that we claim they have the advantages of a more closely 
gtaded system without the complexity. 


We issue a number of booklets upon these lessons. Send for them as 
follows. They are free: 


THE DEPARTMENTAL GRADED LESSONS 
‘SELECTED ELECTIVE COURSES 
FOR SENIORS, YOUNG PEOPLE, ADULTS 
ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS—THE WHY AND THE HOW 
DETAILED OUTLINE 
1925 PROSPECTUS 
A new quarter begins January first 





(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 
Branch Houses 


Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. 
. 156 ve, St. Louis, 914 Pine St. 


Cincinnati, 420 
San Fran 
Atlanta, 200 Auburn Ave. 


Pittsburgh, Granite 


> - 


Elim St. 
cisco, 278 Post St. 
Bidég. 

















THE CROSS IN FAITH AND CONDUCT 


A NEW INVASION OF BELGIUM 


BESIDE OUR BEDS OF PAIN 


OUTLINE BIBLE STUDIES 


CHRIST THE KEY TO SCRIPTURE 


AN ACCEPTABLE MINISTER OF CHRIST 


Helpful for Personal. Study 
and Ideal for Gift Purposes 


New Sunday School Times Books 





Gordon Watt 


‘‘One of the most blessed characteristics of this book is the extremely personal 


way in which the author com 
one’s own life in these difficult days. 


ls one to face the facts so far as they apply to 
This book will bring fresh courage and 


clarity and assurance in Christ to many a needy Christian; and as it is made 
known by its readers to those who are not yet in Christ, it should havéa 
definite ministry in the lifting up of Him, who, if He be lifted up, will draw 


all men unto Himself.” 


$1 


Philip E. Howard 





The story of the most remarkable bebe te movement of our time 
Continental Euro The Belgian Gospel Mission. 
ing book. Fully illustrated. 


in 


A significant and thrill- 


$2 


Fitzwalter H. Wentworth 





A volume of comfort and 
gift to the sick and the suffering. 


cheer prepared in attractive form; ideal as a 


$1 


Henry W. Frost 





A practical book of topical Bible Studies, helpful for personal study or 


in 


reparation for sermons or addresses. 337 topics, cross-indexed; over 10,000 


cripture references. Invaluable for preacher or layman. 





This booklet is both a study and a method, showing that the Christ of proph- 


ecy, the Christ of history, the Christ of experience, and the Christ 


glory 


present a complete key to the whole Scripture. Gift book style; art covers. 
25 cents each ; $2.50 a dozen; $20 a hundred. 


HOW TO STUDY THE FOUR GOSPELS _ W- H. Griffith Thomas 





The last published work of this greatly beloved Bible teacher, giving sugges- 


tions for study, analyses of each Gospel, and other material. 


25 cents each ; $2.50 a dozen; $19 a hundred, 


Percy G. Parker 





A poenenn Ons message for the man of God, either in or out of the pulpit. 
value to the pastor, and a real inspiration to young men. 


Of 


90 Cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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prisoner in her beautiful “sunshine room” 
exquisite gifts of “mother’s love and re- 
membrance.” Letters, too, were regular 
and amusing, telling always “how mother 
loved her little darling and would be 
home by and by.” The nurses were kind 
and very skilful, but the smiles broke 
more and more rarely over the small 
white face and Phyllis’ merry laughter 
—once her distinguishing trait — never 
mingled any more with the songs of her 
own pet birds in their gilded cages. 
Mother had been away, in Europe, 
many months one year when Christmas 
drew near, and none of the letters said a 
word about her tome-coming, so Phyllis 
began to cherish the secret hope that 
mother herself was to be her “grand 
surprise” this year. Christmas eve 


/ brought a box with an Italian stamp upon 


it, and-when the morning still brought 
no mother, the nurse opened the box, 
by Phyllis’ bed, disclosing a snowy Ca- 
rarra marble vase, hand-carved, through 
which the sunshine came gleaming, when 
it was held up in the light for Phyllis’ 
admiration. But there was no burst of 
ps egemnag not even a word of pleasure, 
only tear-dimmed eyes and quivering lips 
as the child turned her head away on its 
pillow with just this heart-lonely cry, 
‘Oh, take it away —I want my mother!” 

knew no other message could satis- 
fy us, save only himself. 


Home Study 


words in. John 3:16-21. They reveal 
God’s motive in his greatest gift to men. 
Decatur, Ga. 
a 








Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A rare gift. 

Discussion: What is a gift? What 
are some of the things, conditions, cir- 
cumstances, that determine the value of 
a gift? What would you. rather have 
given to you than anything else in all 
the world? 

Objective: To receive God’s best Gift, 
we must give God our best. 











SAY; fellows, there’s a picture in my 
mind. It has hung on my memory 
wall many years, placed there when I was 
I suppose it will never be 
taken down. It’s a boy on a horse. 
pony —a perfect beauty. The boy was 
my neighbor, and his uncle had given him 
the pony —a very rich uncle. No other 
pee in town had anything half so envi- 
able. No other boy had such an uncle. 
He not only gave him a pony, but a won- 
derful saddle with silver mountings, a 
scarlet saddle blanket, bridle and martin- 
mic that had little shiny dangles on them. 

he pony pranced proudly, the boy sat 
proudly, and every fellow our size in 
town would have given a national bank 
to have possessed such a pony, such a 
| saddle, and such an uncle. 

I’m telling you this, fellows, because 
of how it caused us boys to regard that 
uncle. We venerated him as children do 
Santa Claus —only this was an all-the- 





boy received many gifts from his rich 
uncle. Yet these gifts cost the uncle 
no sacrifice. He could have given. a 
hundred ponies, with saddles and bridles, 
withovt feeling it. And the pony gift 
was of doubtful value, as it afterward 


$2 preved, for one day the pony shied and 
W. Graham Scroggie 


the boy falling caught his foot in the 
stirrup and was dragged to death by the 
frightened animal. Then a whole com- 
munity was in mourning. 

At this season of giving gifts, fellows, 


ages — God’s Christmas gift to the world 
—even his Son, Jesus Christ. Every- 
thing you might say about this gift is in 
the superlative. he gift most needed. 
You and I, ause of our sin — violat- 
ing God’s perfect law—were to die. 
That which you and I want most is life. 
This gift brought us pardon and life — 
eternal life. It was the gift of all most 
needed. 


The most costly gift. .God did not at- 





tempt to buy us with a cheap ransom. 
No, he chose the costliest thing in Heaven. 


Memorize this week those wonderful 


year-round Santa Claus, for the “lucky” thing else worth while with the gift. “He: 


let’s think of the great gift of all the}™ 


“i 











36 S. State Street, Dept.A-16 , 














Buxton - Westerman Co. 
| 36 S. State Street, Dept. A-16 , Chicago, Mi 





For Teacher-Training Classes 
Adult Bible Classes or Private Study 


SELL’S Fess 


4 QUARTER OF 4 MILLION IN USE 
Saat Gut! No. 11. Studies of Old Testament Characters 
1. Supplementary Bible Studies 6. B. S. in Life of St. Paul 
2. Bible Studies by Books 7. B. S. in Christian Life 
3. Bible Studies by Periods 8. in 
4. Bible Studies by Doctrines 9. B.S.in Vital Questions 
5. B.S. in Life of Christ 10.B.5S 
Op-Senad 


Each, cloth, Téc.; paper, We. ‘ 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave., N.Y.; 27. Wabash Ave., Chicage, 


copied and prepanes for publica- 
: Soo. Also other ing. . 
Nettie L. BERGLUND, 508 W. ard St., Hastings, Minn. 








There was nothing on earth that could 
have saved us. ere was only this 
in Heaven that could save us. God spared 
not his own Son. 


The most satisfying gift. God knows - 


our souls. He created them. He knew 


A} that nothing short of Christ could -bri 


satisfaction to our spirits. We are a hi 
flung sort. It takes the very best to sat- 
isfy us. Some have sought substitutes, 
but all in vain. Nothing but Christ can 
bring peace to your heart and mime. Noth- 
ing less satisfies. 

The wisest gift. Some gifts, though 
well meant, are not wise. They may 
seem food for a time, but they turn upon 
us and injure us. There is joy one day 
and mourning the next. Jesus said, I am 
come “that your joy might be full,” and 
the longer and better we know him as 
our Saviour the better we understand 
how wisely God gave. 

The most comprehensive gift. When 
God gave us his Son, he reached to the 
and to the bottom and included e - 


that spared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all 
things?” (Rom. 8:32.) “Therefore let 
no man glory in men. For all things are 
yours; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
ps saa or the = or life, or — or 
ings present, or s to come; are 
yours; And ye are Christ's: and Christ 
is God’s” (1 Cor. 3: 21-23). 
_ The greatest love gift. No gift is so 
so costly, so satisfying, so wise, 
so comprehensive, but that its value may 
be made greater by the love that prompts 
it. There is no love so wide, so deep, so 
strong, so enduring as the love of God 
for sinners—gyes, sinners like you and 
me. “For God so loved the world, that 


he gave his only begotten Sen, that who- - 


soever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

Fellows, there’s only one gift you can 
make to God: do-you know what that is? 
Will you give it? 

Greenssoro, N. C. 
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Lesson for December 21 | 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 











NEW 
FALL 
BOOKS 


This is another Pollyanna year ! 
Pollyanna 
of the Orange Blossoms 
The Third Glad Book — Fifth Printing 


By Harriet Lummis Smith 


Continuing the story of ‘‘ Poliyanna’’ 
and “ Pollyasna Grows Up,” Yon’llwel- 





come Pollyanna anew as Jimmy’s bride. 

According to the New is 

better and more aj ling book than its 
lecesSors.”” lustrated, $2.00. 


The Man 
from Smiling Pass 


By Eliot Harlow Robinson 
Author of “Smiles and Smiling Pass” 1] 


Tingles with appealing romance and the 
vivid, colorful life of the Cumberiands. 

**It has mystery, romance, adventure, 

excitement in it—its love passages per- 

fectly delightful.” —Montreat Herald. 
Price, $2.00. 


Chatterbox for 1925 
ie Boo 


acknowledged “King of all Juve- 
ks."” Bigger’n better than ever! 
Over 300 pages with nearly 200 full-page 
aud text illustrations. 
“No more acceptable, lasting and use- 
ful present could go toa child for the 
price.” — Boston Herald. 
Bound in boards, $1.65. 
In cloth, with colored wrapper, $2.25. 


L.C. PAGE & COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS BOSTON 


caeemmememned 
ree tmnnad 


The 
Great 
Pyramid 


God's Witness in the Land of Egypt 
(Isa. 19 : 19, 20) 


Now Blazing with Prophetic 

Light and Confirming the 

Time Evidence Found in the 
Periods of Daniel 12 , 





























Send for ro-cent illustrated 
pamphlet to | 


W. R. YOUNG 
4481 Mission Drive, San Diego, Calif. 


$1.00 per dozen, postpaid 


Also pamphlet, ‘*How Long to 

the End ?”’ (35 cents), proving 

that those periods have a com- 
mon end. 














A New Gift-Book for Children. 
» and informative. ly me undred 
faltpage ite 
in cloth, 
jacket in colors. 
12mo. 462 pages. $1.75 net 


eMart Bisa 1°18 Chosen Seront 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, Chi India, Nati 
Eva: pliste and Bible Women who are Re aon 
| pe for from 77 cents to $2.00a week. $40 to 


$100 
year. rite Rev. H. A. Berton. v, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklya, N. ¥., for tres 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 14) 


1.In John 11:3, 11:5, and 11:35; from 
the tormenting questions of his enemies; in 
the temple in Jerusalem; in the last week, 
he escaped by going out to Bethany, at 
even-tide and lodging there with these real 
friends (Matt. 21:17; Mark 12:11); this 


‘| much as evidence of his love for them. 


Luke 10 : 38-42 tells of the devotion of both 
sisters for Jesus, and Mark 14: 3-9 and John 
12: 1-8 tell of the feast they made for Jesus,e 
following this miracle, in which again Mar- 
tha was busy with serving, and Mary poured 
over his feet her precious ointment. 


2. Because of the fellowship he received 
there, and because there was at least one 
there who “understood” him. The Twelve 
never comprehended whien he told them 
about his death and resurrection, but Mary 
did, and anointedhim before his death for 
his burial. Mary of Bethany was not among 
the women who carried spices to his grave. 


3. Because the sickness and resulting death 
were to furnish occasion for the glory of 
God. 


4. Had he come at once he would have re- 
stored a sick man to health, but another of 
the many such miracles they had seen or 
known him to work—no new evidence of 
his power. By waiting for his own “good 


“time” he raised a decomposing body back to 


life, proving his power over the body as well 
as the spirit of man, his complete power over 
death in all its phases. 


s. Usually as “sleep.” Stephen, even in 
martyrdom, “fell asleep.” Compare 1 Cor- 
inthians 15: §1.° ‘ 

6. Because he thought that if they went 
back to Judea they would be killed, as ex- 
pressed in verses 7, 8. It is characteristic 
of Thomas as seen on other occasions. 

z. On the Mount of Olives (Luke 19 : 29). 

8. His ascension (Luke 24 : 50, 51). 

9. John 6:35, 48, R. V., “I am the bread 
of life’; John 8:12; 9:5, “I am the light 
of the world”; John 10:7, “I am the door”; 
John 10:11, 14, “I am the good shepherd”; 
John 11:25, “I am the resurrection and the 
life’; John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life’; John 15:1, “I am the true 
vine.” 

10. Verse 27: “I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come 
into the world.” 

11. Not so much because of sympathy, but 
in indignation over Satan’s power in death. 

12. Because of sympathy. Another expres- 
sion of his compassionate heart. 

13. Three times. Here in the lesson, over 
Jerusalem in Luke 19 : 41; and in Hebrews 5: 
7, the Garden of Gethsemane, to which it 
evidently refers. 

14. At the feet of the Lord. 

1s. The rabbis taught that for three days 
the spirit wandered around trying to re-enter 
the body, but abandoned it on the fourth day 
when corruption began. 

16. Colossians 3: 8, 9. 

17. Because these grave clothes are to be 
put off by us. 

18. Lazarus dead is a type of the “natural 
man”; Lazarus raised and in the door of the 
tomb, “the carnal man,” alive but unable 
to see or walk or serve because of the grave 
clothes (see Answer 16); and Lazarus un- 
bound and seated with Jesus at the table, 
the “possessing Christian” enjoying all the 
benefits of fellowship and communion with 
his Lord. 


19. John 12:1, 2. Lazarus sat at supper 
with Jesus at Bethany one evening some 
time afterward. 


20. To prove the deity of Jesus, that he 
is the Son of God. 

21. Daughter of Jairus, son of the widow 
of Nain, Lazarfis. The difference was in the 
length of time they had been dead. 


22. Jesus voluntarily gave up his life, he 
fose to die no more. Lazarus died as all 
men, under the penalty of Adam and not vol- 
qaeestty, He rose only to later again suffer 

eath. 


ss, Some believed and some plotted (vs. 


24. A man restored to life, a family circle 
reunited, a larger faith in the power of Jesus 
for this group, faith in him for many of the 
Jews who witnessed it, renewed enmity 
against him by the priests in Jerusalem, a 
wonderful prophecy concerning his own 
death (11 : 50), Jesus’ departure, for his daily 
walk and ministrations, from the city. 


25. Christ’s power over death. 

26. Christ’s power and desire to quicken 
the spiritually dead into abundant and eter- 
nal life. 

27. Spiritual death (Matt. 10 : 28). 


2. The Lord, Jesus, Son of God, Rabbi 
(R. V.), the teacher (R. V.), the resurrection, 





the life, the Christ, and this man (Pharisces’ 
mame for him). 
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29. The Word, the Light, the only begot- 
ten Son, the Lamb of God, Messiah, Jesus of 
Nazareth, Son of man, living water, Saviour 
of the world, bread of life, the light of the 
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world, the light of life, a prophet, the door, 
the good shepherd, the way, the truth, the 
vine, the King of the Jews, my Lord and my 








Think of the jo u con 
these Seasnifally’ pehael 


as great. And, better still, it is a 


Oxford Children’s Bible 
Contains 32 full-page illus- 
trations and special Bible 
study helps for children. 

i with clear type, 
French Morocco binding. 
Size 534 x 33% inches. 


4 $3.00 
Oxford Older Folks’ Bible 
With extra . 
cle i es = 
sight Durable French 
erocco binding. Size 
9% x 5% inches. 
0. 01608 5.55 


Oxford S. S. Teacher’s Bible 
With 300 pages of teacher’s 
Printed in heavy, 
black-faced type. French 
Morocco binding. Size 
7%xSinches. ‘No. 04453 4.35 





The Gift for all People. 


to someone when they receivé one of 
bound Oxrorp Bistes. No matter 
whether the receiver is a child or an adult, their pleasure will be equally 


has permanent value. Let your gift 


Tf you do not find listed here the style you ‘want, 
please send for a catalogue showing many others. 


cAt all booksellers or from the publishers. - 





a which lasts, for this gift 
is yeat be one with a purpose. 


Scofield Reference Bible 
A welcome gift to any 
Bible reader. Has helps 
on the where need- 
ed. - faced " 
French Merocco binding. 
Size 7x4% inches. ‘No. 53 5.50 
Oxford Pocket Bible 
Clear, black-faced type Bi- 
ble. Very compact and 
light. Printed on Oxford 8 
India paper. French Mo- 
rocco binding, Sizes 342334 
x 54 inches.....No. o113x 3.50 
Oxford Home Bible 
An extra large Bible, 
with 24 beautiful colored 
acer Peas Moonee, 
; rocco 
binding. Size 9% x 53 
inches......... No. 02608 6.25 
M7 















SPECIAL _ANNOUNCEMENT 











brother by establishing a 





Re the late Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, DD. 


THE Promoters and Trustees of The All India Bible and Medical School (Inc.) desire to announce that 
after much prayerful thought, it has been decided to perpetuate the memory of qur beloved and depart 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas Memorial Fund 


of not less than $60,000.00. ‘The annual income from this, it is expected, will provide free board and 


Bible and Medical School project, and if God had spared him, would have been a valuable member of its 

Board of Trustees. His colleagues, however, feel it imperative to establish a worthy Memorial to him, and 

are glad to say that Mrs. Griffith Thomas has heartily approved, ahd feels that this is just the kind of a Mem- 

orial her dear husband would like. The hope of thus sending out into Christian work a body of 

trained Workers each year is most inspiring. It is earnestly hoped that all who have been benehited 

through our brother's ministry will desire to share in making it possible to establish this worthy Memorial, 
Please send for booklet regarding this, which contains a Fere- 

word by the Rev. R. A. Torrey, D.D. 


Gifts and contributions should be sent to the Treasurers in U. S. A, 


WM. 8S. WILLS, 1214 Pennsylvania Building, Philadelphia, Ps. 
W. B. PERCIVAL, M. D., 2100 Kirkwood Avenue, Pasadena, Cal. 


(Note: The Rev. Arthur Harries and Mr. Watkin R. Roberts, representing the British Trustees of 
this movement are now in America, and may be communicated with at the above address.) 
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Cartoons « 5. Pate, OD. 


A eollection of almost 100 of the best of Dr. Pace’s famous cartooné, in 
permanent book form. 
practical Christian life, Second Coming, warnings against worldliness, 
evolution and the higher criticism, Christian Science and all kinds of 
isms, and the only way of salvation is shown in progressive study—a 
striking illustration on almost any subject. 
ers, and an attractive book for your library table. 


Only 75 cents, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., 1031 Walnut St., PHILADELPHIA 


Here are cartoons on Bible study, prayer, the 


Especially useful for teach- 
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HALFONTE- 


DON HALL 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Every season of the year is enjoyable at 
these two delightful hotels on the Boardwalk. 
During the winter-of December, 1923, January 
and February, 1924, they entertained an aver- 
age of 598 guests each day. Whether you take 
time off in Winter or Summer, ing or 
Autumn, you will always find healthful 
recreation and rest at hospitable, home-like 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall. 


Fall and Winter Outdoors 
Golf, riding on the beach, Boardwalk activities, 
aviation. 


American Plan Only. Always Open. Illus- 
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I The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 64. December 21. Manasseh and Josiah. 2 Kings 21-23 


Golden Text.—Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thought 
and let him return unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; cull Vo ous Godkctne 
he will abundantly pardon.—Isa. 55: 7. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons”’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School __ 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- ~ 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 
6s. Dec. 28.—Judah’s Downfall and Cap- 
CUVEEH, cri ccicrcodeseccszsvencess 2 Kings 24, 2g 
Ninth Period—Captivity 
(Note.—The events connected with The 
Captivity and The Restoration are so in+ 
termingled that it is difficult to separate 
them. However, under the period of The 
Captivity would properly come Lessons 
yt and 72 (Book of Esther), Lesson 76 
(Daniel). Lessons 66, 67, and 68 which 
while occurring during The Captivity, yet 
are the beginning of The Restoration, we 
have included under the Tenth Period.) 
Tenth Period—Restoration 
66. Jan. 4—Two Decrees of Cyrus and 
BOGUS Shas 6 ocn kb 6 cera ust pchins ot os Ezra 1-5 
67. Jan. 11.—Confirmation of Decrees. Ezra 6-10 
68. Jan. 18—Nehemiah’s Call ...Nehemiah 1-3 
69. Jan. 25.—Restoration of Walls of Jeru- 
GU idcle ccactacnenivacvcpyes Nehemiah 4-7 
go. Feb. 1.—Restoration of the Law 
Nehemiah 8-13 


How to Master This Lesson 
By Frank W. Lange 


Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


Introduction 


SRAEL’S long, persistent retrograde 

reached its lowest point in the longest 
reign (2 Kings 21:1) of its history. Be- 
coming worse than the Amorites (21: 
11), the nation passed its “dead line”; 
the Lord could no longer restrain his 
wrath (22:16); Josiah’s humiliation only 
secured his own immunity (22:20); na- 
tional repentance and submission came too 
late (23:26). 
Historical Setting 

Jeremiah belonged to Josiah’s day (Jer. 
1:2). The two evils, mentioned as sum- 
ming up the nation’s history (Jer. 2: 13), 
are illustrated in the lesson: forsaking 
Jehovah by a comparison between Josiah’s 
passover and those of the past (2 Kings 
23:22); the other evil, by Josiah’s over- 
throw of what had stood from the days 
of Solomon and Jeroboam (23:13, 15). 
Geography 

Mount Carmel is a long ridge extend- 
ing in a southeasterly direction from the 
sea to its junction with the central ridge 
of Palestine. Just north of Mount Car- 
mel, which parallels one side, lies the 
triangular plain called “the valley of Me- 
giddo” (2 Chron. 35:22) where Josiah 
met his death when he foolishly at- 
tempted to intercept the northward march 
of Egypt’s king. 
How to Study this Lesson 

Cuimination : Manasseh led the whole 
nation into sin (21:9), stamping out op- 
position in blood (21:16). Note his (1) 
“abominations” (21: 2, 11; comp. Lev. 18: 
3 25, 30; 20:1-6), (2) restorations 
(2 Kings 21:3), (3) desecrations (21: 
4,5, 7). The ap oe hitherto, had been 
neglected, shut up and allowed to decay; 
now Jehovah is insulted in his own house. 

Judgment: The king and the people 
were equally guilty (21:11, 15); so the 
father’s sins, since the day they came 
out of Egypt, were to be visited upon 
the children (Exod. 20:5). As men 
use line and plummet to build; so God 
will use them to destroy (21:13). The 
fate of Ahab’s house and of Israel’s capi- 
tol (9:8, 9; 17:5, 6; Micah 1:6) were 
warnings unheeded. 

Humiliation : Josiah met .the words 
of a holy God in the proper spirit. He 
might ‘have pledged good works (22:5) 


or ignorance. “Thine heart was tender, 





and thou hast humbled thyself” (22: 19); 
this pleased God, gave Josiah influence 
(23:3), and secured his exemption (22: 
20) from sorrow of heart. . God’s strange 
way of keeping his promise (23:20, 30). 

Cleansing : The Law declared that the 
land was defiled (Lev. 18:28) and Josiah 
proceeds to cleanse it (23: 4-20). Note 
those things that had desecrated the very 
house of God, and Jerusalem, and_ the 
whole land. Josiah fulfilled a prophecy 
made three hundred years earlier (23: 
15-17; 1 Kings 13:2), in which he was 
cal by name. 

Submission : The long neglected pass- 
over was again observed (23:21, 22) 
with more. zeal than Hezekiah’s (2 
Chron, 30:26). It was especially appro- 
priate as wiedging not only re- 

but God’s rights in his people 


lemption, 
(Exod. 13:2). Josiah a s as the 


man who “turned to the rd with all 
his heart” (23:25), and Hezekiah as the 
man of trust’ (18:5). 


Notwithstanding : But God’s sentence 
was _ irrevocable (23: 26, 27). Josiah’s 
humility, and that of the godly in Israel, 
secured a respite of about thirty years, 
but God saw that the repentance of the 
nation at large was superficial (Jer. 3: 
10). The cause of his wrath was the 
whole history of their disobedience; the 
occasion of its display was Manasseh 
(24:3, 4). - 

Other Scripture 

The parallel account in 2 Chronicles, 
chapters Pomin gives most instructive ad- 
ditional ils and should, of course, be 
studied. Jeremiah prophesied in Josiah’s 
days (Jer. 1:2), and the first six chap- 
ters show actual conditions in spite of 
the reforms (see Jer. 4: 14, 22; 5:1, 5, 
12, 23, 30, 31). 

Reference Literature 

“Christian 
by James’ M. Gray, D.D. (The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, $3). 

“A. Dictionary of the Bible,” by John 
D.. Davis, D.D. _ (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $4). 

Datvas, TEx. 


For Intermediate Teachers 
_ By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


SAR-HADDON, the son, succeeded 

his’ father, Sennacherib, on the throne 
of Assyria. What a number of powerful 
rulers that country had | Tiglath- ileser 
Shalmaneser, Sargon, Sennacherib, and 
now Esar-haddon. e pushed the con- 
quests of his father yet farther, includ- 
ing Phenicia, Philistia, Ammon, Moab, 
Egypt, Babylon, and much of Judah. 

Manasseh, an evil son of Hezekiah, 
was now on the throne of Judah. He 
brought back all the corrupt practises 
which his father had displaced. In the 
latter part of his reign, he was taken 
captive by Esar-haddon and carried to 
Babylon, which was at that time a colony 
of Assyria (2 Chron, 33: 10-13). But he, 
with some others, was soon returned to 
Jerusalem (Ezra 4:2); and apparently 
he then cleansed the temple and attempted 
to atone for his- previous apostasy. 

Manasseh was followed by his son 
Amon, ~who reigned for two years, 4 
was slain by his servant. At that time 
yet another king was on the throne of 
Assyria, — Asshur-banipal. He made a 
name for himself by establishing a_li- 
brary, and in many other ways hing 
the higher arts in his kingdom. For As- 
syria was still in her glory. 

But soon a great change took place 
among these foreign world powers. A 
new force appeared on the horizon, from 
acrdss the boundaries toward the Black 


Sea,—a terrible foe “from the north.”. 
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WHERE are your funds invested ? 


WHAT interest are they now bring- 
ing to you ? 


WHEN you are through what will 


become of your funds? 
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tion to-Lalp give the Bible ible in 66 languages 
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New York Bible’ House:—the centre of a great 
work of FREE Bible distribution. 
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5 East 48th Street, New York 


The oldest Bible Society in 
New York 










i 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES ~ 


This Scythian ‘advance is one of the hard- 
est parts of Biblical history to study. It 
was no organized army, no civilized war- 
fare, — just a wild, fearful onslaught of 


a barbarous foe. Probably the early partT 


of the prophecy of Jeremiah ~~ to 
them (1:14; 4:6, 13, 20-20; 5:6, 15-17; 
6: 1-5, 22-26). Zephaniah also prophe- 
cied about this time, and 1:14 may refer 
to them. Habakkuk spoke of the Chal- 
deans definitely, and_possibly the Scyth- 
ians, too (1: 5-11); Joel may or may not 
refer to them (1:6, 7; 2:4, II, 20). 

At any rate, in their sudden onslaught 
upon ‘the lands of the East, the Scythians 
decidedly crippled Assyria, so that she 
never as regained control of the na- 
tions, few years later the Chaldean 
Nabopolassar, from the mother country 
Babylon, joined with Cyaxeres from 
Media, and made the final overthrow of 
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, in 606 
(or 612) B. C. Thus ends the history 
of that great power that had carried away 
the northern kingdom and had so men- 
aced the kingdom of Judah. Another 
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column finished on our charts! 

The second part of the lesson records a 
brighter picture. Josiah’s reign is a crest | 
of good works similar to Hezekiah’s. 
How near together these two waves of | 
reform! He began by repairing the tem- 
ple; and, in the general cleaning up, a 
wonderful discovery was made. The 
book of the law was found, and the book 
was brought to the king. It is a thrill- 
ing story to relate,—how carefully the 
contetits’ of the newly discovered book 
were noted,—how real the king’s dis- 
tress that so much of God’s law had 
failed to be observed. -In genuine devo- 
tion, the king commanded a new and sol- 
emn oath to the covenant, committing 
God’s people to God’s law; and this was 
sealed by a devout observance of the pass- 
over. 

This good king met a most untimely 
death. The reigning Pharoah, — Neco II 
of Egypt, having resisted the "general on- 
slaught of the Scythian horde, had evi- 





the like. 


Size 14x 11 inches. 
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dently decided to start a long march to 
the tottering kingdom of Assyria. On 
the way, he encountered Josiah, king of 
Judah. He seemed loath to cross arms | 
with so small a foe (2 Chron. 35: 21);_ 
but Josiah persisted in blocking his pas- 
sage, and:the two armies met at Me- 
giddo. Josiah lost his life, amid general 
lamentation (2 Chron. 35:24, 25). 
Dayton, OuI0. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


ID you ever help your mother wash 

and wipe the dishes? We learn in 

this lesson that God said to his prophets, 

“I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth 

a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside 
Gown” It was because of their sin. 

When good King Hezekiah died, his 
son Manasseh, twelve years of age, was 
made king of Judah. He built up again 
the idol worship his father had broken | 
down. Because the people of Judah) 
would not obey the Lord and serve him, | 
God said, “I will . . deliver them into | 
the hand of their enemies.’ Manasseh 
killed the good people who served God. 
When he died his son Amon was king. 
“He did that which was evil” and his 
own servants murdered him. 

Josiah was then made king at the age) 
of eight years. “And he did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord. ” When 
he was just sixteen years old, “while he 
was yet young he began to seek after 

God” (2 Chron. 34:3). 

When he was twenty- he started in to 
clean up Judah. He broke the idols in 
pieces, and ground them to dust; he cut 
down the groves and killed all the priests 
who led in idol worship. 

When he was twenty-six years of age 
he began to repair the temple of God. 
The people had even carried idols into 
God’s temple and worshiped them. there. 
You remember Hezekiah, Josiah’s great- 
grandfather, repaired the temple, offered 
sacrifices and kept the ‘passover. 

Josiah sent word to Hilkiah the priest 
to count up the money the doorkeepers 
had gathered, and hire carpenters to do 
the work. While they were at work, 
cleaning and dusting the sshelves, among 


| Josiah did: First, seek after God; 
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ten on rolls of leather. Hilkiah knew 
he had found the Bible which was lost 
(probably thrown away by Manasseh). 
Hilkiah sent Shaphan the scribe to Jo- 
siah with the book. He stood before him 
and read the word of the Lord as it 
was given through Moses. As Josiah 
heard God’s command, his tender con- 
science was grieved and hé was heart- 
broken, for he knew his people had sin- 
ned and broken God’s commandments. 


The young king sent word throughout- 


the land for all the people to come up 
to Jerusalem, and bring their childrer. 
“And he read in their ears all the words 
of the book of the covenant that was 
found in the house of the Lord.” He 
had all the people“staad’ up and promise 
“to serve, even to’serve the Lord their 
God. And all his days they ‘departed 
not from following the Lord, the God 
of ‘their fathers” (2 Chron. 34: 33). Then 
| they had the passover feast, the greatest 
| feast since the days of Samuel the 
prophet (2 Chron. 35: 18). 

Josiah was the only king who “turned 
not aside.” The secret was that when 
he was young he began to seek after 
God. Let us do two things good King 
sec- 
ond, read his Word. Is the Bible lost 
in your home? Then Clean up the house 
and find it, read it, and obey its teachings 
(Eccles, 12:1; Matt. 6: 33; Prov. 8:-17).. 


Memory Verses 


Cradle Roll: 2 Kings 22:10, “Josiah 
was eight years old when he began to 
reign.” 

Beginners : 
Cradle Roll). 

Primary: 2 Kings 22:1a, (same). 2 
Kings 22: 2a, “And he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord.” 

Fort WortnH, TEx. 
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You will find, Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of 
illustration. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 75 


2 Kings 22:1a, (same as 





the rubbish they found an old book, writ- 
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light Screen to carry the story of Christmas 
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tation, it is fitted for all grades. 
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| Children at Home 





A Christmas Gift for 
Patricia’s Mother 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


Si hal hb surprised her mother the 
day before Christmas when she said, 
“How I wish we were poor folks instead 
of being rich!” 

“That is a queer wish,” Patricia’s lovely 
mother answered. 

She and her ten-year-old daughter were 


ink 
sashes on a bushel-basket full of dolls 
that were to be taken that very Christ- 
mas Eve to be put in Christmas stock- 
ings at the orphanage. 

“I hope you do not mean that you 
would like to be an orphan!” 

“No, mother dear,” was the laughing 
answer. “I mean that I wish we were 
poor folks just for Christmas, so I could 
give my mother a real Christmas pres- 
ent! Oh, don’t be worried,” Patricia 
added as her mother looked more sur- 
prised than ever. “Of course all we chil- 
dren have presents for you. You ought 
to know that, because father told you 
right out what he took us ia gee Bog 
last week, and. you can’t guess what I 


picked out for ae: but a real Christ-| 
1 


mas present is different. , 
poe mother and I were a r little girl, 
would have to earn a Christmas gift 
for you somehow, the way poor little 
girls always do in books, and you would 
keep that Christmas present always, and 
it would be a more loving kind of a gift, 
don’t you see?” 

- “Yes, Patricia,” mother 
slowly, “I do understand what yeu mean ; 
but, my child, there is a gift I long for 
now, and only you can give it to me.” 

“Why, mother, what is it?” 

As Patricia asked the question she tied 
a pink sash so carelessly one loop of 
the bow reached the curly hair of the 
doll she held and the other loop touched 
the wee black slipper. 

“Didn’t I show you how to tie the 
sashes ?”’ mother inquired, pointing toward 
the doll. cs 

“Yes, mother, and I will tie that sash 
over again. Please tell me what _I can 
give you, mother ?” 

“You may if you will, give me a Christ- 
mas gift that I will appreciate, Patricia. 
I would like to have you promise to do 
well, whatever you do, as your mother 
has tried to teach you.” 

“Honestly, mother, would you call a 
promise a real Christmas present?’ Pa- 
tricia inquired as she untied the care- 
lessly made bow and did a perfect one. 

Patricia laughed merrily because she 
thought her mother was joking. _ 

Just then an automobile stopped in front 
of the house and when Patricia ran to 


If you were a 


answered 


| the window two little girls in the back 


seat motioned for her to come. 

“Kathie and Edie are here early for 
me to go with them to make Christmas 
towels for the orphans at their Aunt 
Mabel’s. There will be fifty girls at 
their Aunt Mabel’s party, and we are 
each-to hem a towel. Won't it be fun to 
hem Christmas: towels for orphans!” 

few minutes later Patricia danced 
down the front steps swinging a blue 
satin work-bag and calling to her mother, 
“T promise you, mother, that I will take 
fine pretty stitches, carefully, just as you 
have taught me! I won’t hurry not even 
for Santa Claus! I.am starting your 
Christmas present.” 

“It is a beautiful Christmas present,” 
Patricia’s lovely mother said so earfiestly 
Patricia: knew her words were not a joke. 

The little girls had a delightful time 
at. Aunt Mabel’s Christmas party that 
day. They played games for an’ hour 
and almost forgot that they had been in- 


vited to sew for the orphans until Aunt]; 


Mabel asked them to get their work- 
baskets and be seated, Then she asked 
them to thread their needles and put on 
their thimbles while she passed the towels, 

“Now do your best, girls,” Aunt Mabel 
said to them, “because your stitches will 
be your special, Christmas gifts to the 
little orphans. Now if you are ready, 
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dicceats so Rennes and Dealers. 200,000 
printed edition. For Revivals, Sunday Schools 
and General use. Gives a real uplift. Returnable 
copy on request, 
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THE JUDSO! 
1701-03 Chestnut St.. 


Chicago, 28 N. Wabash Ave. Boston, 16 Ashbeeiee Te, 4 
Kansas 110? McGeeSt, Los Angeles,318 W. st. 
Seattle, 489 Burke Bldg. ‘Toronto, 223 Chureh St. 

‘ @amuel W. Beasley, Publisher, 2611 Park Ave., Chicago, Mi. 





When . advertisements, please 
mention ine School Times. 
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Lesson for December 21 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 





You may continde work for the Master, 
after He has called you hence by buying 


ASSURED 
INCOME 
BONDS 


ISSUED BY 


| AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


PHILADELPHIA 
Pennsylvania. nei 


1 only one who had not yet. hemmed one 





They will pay you an Income during 
your life 


equal to, or more than, the best of pilt-edge 
securities. And will continue afterwards 
? iJ 
The Spread of God’s Kingdom 

through the organization of Sunday-Schools 
in communities throughout'this country in 
which there are now no religious ‘services, 
and through the publication of evangelical 
helps for these schools. sad : 

Last year we drganized 1,006 new schools. 
Twenty-nine churches of various denomi- 
nations‘grew out of Union schools in the 
past -year and sixteen houses: of worship 
were erected. 


For information as to terms, and 
income derived from these bonds, write 


Joun E. Srevenson, ‘Treasurer. 


American Sunday-School Union 
Dept. S.S.T. 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


- 


“CUIDANCE” 


Do you feel the need of guidance in your 
Christian life?” Then get this booklet— 
one of James H. McConkey’s latest mes- 
sages. It has helped thousands of Christ- 
tians. It will also help you. Do not-fail 
to write for it. Sent-absolutely free to 
any one interested enough to apply for it. 
Address 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S., Bessemer Building ; 
PITTSBURGH, PA. As 


SAVE THE CHILDREN 


The quickest way to the child’s heart is through the 
eye. Try the 


SEEING GOSPEL TRUTH PACKETS 


They contain the objects used and full directions.Send 
10 cents and we will send B a sample packet and 
the tract entitled ‘‘How to Preach to Children.” Past- 
ors can use these packets for their Children’s Talk. 
Superintendents can use them for a Supplemental Les- 
son. ‘Teachers can use them for the Social Hour. 

NEW CATALOGUE JUST OUT Address 


Rev. C. H. WOOLSTON, D.D. 























' for the orphans!” 


go on with your games. 





1242 Marlboro St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS "\4\E%¢> 


TRIED IG? 








41st 
THE ILLUSTRATOR #:. | ont 
isa monthly S. S. lesson magazine that $ ] -00 
makes be cage | eosy- fo cue — 
sary for teaching at the cos EAE 
postage stamp per lesson! 08k 1 | for BZ Lessons 











Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said:” “Phere is 
no other I like as well.’’ : Sample copy free. 5 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


MAKE MONEY 
AT HOME 


'U can earn money at home in your spare 
time making show cards. No canvassing 
or soliciting. e show you how, supply you 
work at home no matter where you live and 
pay you cash for ail work done. Full par- 
ticulars and booklet free. Write today. 


AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 
266 Adams Building Toronto, Canada 






























In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
Ao will oblige the publishers, as well as 
he advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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we will listen while we sew, to Christmas 
music from New York, over my new 
radio,” : 

Patricia suddenly felt solemn as she 
heard the unseen choir begin singing “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem.” er first 
stitch was perfect. “Christmas stitches,” 
she thought to herself, and made another 
perfect stitch.” Instead of thinking about 
the orphans as the music of the far-away 
choir filled the room, Patricia thought 
of her mother. She made another per- 
fect stitch, slowly,.and another. 

Patricia looked at her row of pretty 
Stitches and was glad. “I am keeping 
my promise,” she thought, . just as the 
choir began singing joyfully, “Hark, the 
Hérald Angels, Sing.!” 

When the concert: was. over, half the 
towels were finished and ‘Patricia was the 


end. Then the fun began. Those who 
had finished their towels and had writ- 
ten their names with lead-pencils in the 
corners as- they were asked to do, began 
teasing the others, —the “slow-pokes.” 

“Guess Patricia hgs been dreaming,” 
some one ventured at last. 

“She is as slow as, molasses,” said an- 
other. ; 2 a 

“Your orphan will grow up before you 
get your towel done,” a third little girl 
suggested. It seemed as. if every one 
of the fifty had something to say. ‘ 

Patricia’s cheeks grew redder and red- 
der because she didn’t enjoy being the 
last one to finish her work and so. keep 
the others waiting. ; 

“I ‘am making this towel for my 
mother,” she explained as she slowly and 
carefully made another perfect stitch and 
another and another. 

“Why, no,” her friend Kathie pro- 
tested. “Aunt Mabel bought those towels 


“Oh, I know that,” Patricia answered 
patiently, “I mean I promised my mother 
that I will do well whatever I try to 
do,—that is all. Do not wait for me, 

I am happy.” 

Patricia was happy. She played that 
every little stitch was saying, “Merr 
Christmas to Patricia’s mother. I will 
try t> be as straight and perfect as a 
Chrisauas angel.” 

At last Patricia finished her towel and 
wrote her name in the corner. Then 
the children were invited to’ the big din- 
ing-room for ice-cream and cake. Later, 
when they were gathered in the living- 
room again they found six sewing 
teachers from the public schools talking 
and laughing with Aunt Mabel. 

“You didn’t know, girls,” explained 
Aunt Mabel, as she turned toward. her 
guests, “that your werk was to be judged. 
These friends of mine who teach little 
girls-how to séw, came to tell me which 
towel is most perfectly hemmed: One of 
our Christmas. towels looks as if the 
flower fairies made the stitches. The 
little girl who did the work is to receive 
a prize. Her name is Patricia. Come, 
Patricia, if you please, and accept your 
prize; it is the most perfect work-box 
I could buy in all New York,_fitted with 








gold thimble, young lady size, and scis- 
sors and tape-line and everything needed | 
for sewing. Merry Christmas, Patricia,” | 
Aunt Mabel finished as she handed the | 
exquisite work-box to the surprised lit- | 
tle girl, and “Merry Christmas, Merry | 
Christmas!” echoed all the children. | 

As for Patricia, she believed herself | 


to be the happiest child in her home city | 
+ when the stars shone out that Chistnias | 
' Eve; and she gave her mother the Christ- 


mas gift she earned because she kept her 
promise. 

“We don’t have to be poor after all!” | 
‘Patricia said as she danced for joy. 

“No mother would be poor if she didn’t 
have a cent in the world, if she had a lit- 
tle daughter like you,” answered Patricia's 
mother, softly. 

“And will you keep the work-box all 
your life the way poor mothers of poor 
little girls do in books?” Patricia in- 
quired with shining eyes. 

“I will,” answered her mother. “I 
shall be proud to show .it to amy grand- 
children and tell them the whole Christ- 
mas story!” 

“And tell them,” added Patricia as she 
ran away to call her brothers and sisters, 
“tell them that this was_a Merry, Merry 
Christmas at our house.” 
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package, price prepaid, only 


15 FULL PAGE COLOR ILLUSTRATIONS 


How John Became 


A true story. It will help guide the growing boy 
c 


into noble “manhood. 
Price, 50 
2! +] «< 
The Pilot’s Voice 
’ A true story of a bo 
analogy to a voyage. 
who is always present, a 
ence brings the boy into 
living. 224 pages, cloth 
Pr ice, 60 cents, 
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; By Elsie E. Egermeier 


‘THIs absorbing book rich in color illustrations with Kraft Deluxe binding in rich seal 
brown, hand tovled effect and gold stamping, attractively done up in special gift 


ages, 
cents, postpaid. ° 


he pilot is his conscience, 
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VELVET MOTTOES 
Boys and Girls make 
money by selling mot- 
toes at full retail value. 
15 beautiful velvet 
mottoes assorted, value 
2oc to soc each. Size 
up to rox 13 inches. 
Mottoes make excellent 

Christmas presents. 


Price per package, $2.00 





BRANCHES: 
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3. 
OTHER GOOD BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Mary’s Reward Neal 


A pure story based on the first Bible command- 
ment with promise. It is entertaining and 
teaches a good lesson. 96 pages, cloth bound. 
Price, 60 cents, postpaid. 

Hale 


The Hero of Hill House 


The life,story of a brave Christian lad. Live, 
adventuresome, but not objectionable. Recom- 
mend by parents everywhere. 221 pages. 
Lodestone cover. 

Price, $1.00, postpaid. 


Complete Catalog of books, Sunday School and Church supplies, 
Bibles, etc., sent FREE on request 


GOSPEL TRUMPET CoO. | 
ANDERSON, IND. 


Pomona, Cal., 7th Street and Carey Ave. 
Kansas City, Mo., 15th and Prospect 
Atlanta, Ga., 638 Edgewood Avenue 


Yakima, Wash., 10 South 7th Ave. 








. HELPS THAT REALLY HELP 


——_——- 
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Victorious ¢ 


THE “CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES” 


Sunday School Lesson Helps. 
True to the Fundamentals of the Christian Faith 


They stand for: 
Verbal inspiration and inerrancy of the Scriptures 
Very Deity of the Son 
Virgin Birth of the Son 
Vicarious death of the Son’ 
Veritable bodily resurrection of the Son 
Visible premillennial return of the Son 
ly reign of the Son 


These supplies fill a wide need in that they are interdenominational 
A Full Line of Helps for TeacH@¥s and Scholars 
Samples and Prices Free upon Request 


Address UNION GOSPEL PRESS, 








Box 680, . CLEVELAND, OHIO 














A WONDERFUL $3.50 GIFT BOOK 
FOR ONLY $2.50 
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The Story of Charles M. Alexander 


A ROMANCE OF SONG AND SOUL- WINNING 
AS TOLD BY HIS WIFE 


Profusely illustrated with more than 250 illustrations in rotagra- 


the many phases 


including pictures of most of the leading Christian song leaders and 


evangelists of the past and present generation. 


Beautifully bound—a wonderful book for yourself and as a gift for friends. 
Special Christmas price, $2.50. As the supply is limited, it is advisable 
to send order very soon. - 


j THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


Mr. Alexander's activities and 
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(Money refunded 
THE JAMIE 





Mackinaw City, Mica. 





$1020 4 new Plays 
For Christmas 





if not satisfied) 
SON PRESS i 


Lakeside, Ohio 















OVER 600,000 SOLD 


JESUS IS COMING 


BY W. E. BLACKSTONE 
A book on the premillennia!l coming of Jesus—with a 
distinct message to this day and hour. Grt a copy 
to-day! Paper 50 cents Cloth, 75 cents. 


F. . REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York; 17 N. Wabash, Chicage 


» 
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Philadelphia, December 6, 1924 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times .is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advange, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. z i 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either 

* to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 





$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five. $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 

In recognition of the club ,organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five gr more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHRISTMAS PAGEANTS 


By DOROTHY LEHMAN SUMERAU 


“* The Light That Ne’er Shall Fade’’ 
“The Messiah Comes”’ 


By LYMAN R. BAYARD ; 
“The Heavenly Host” “When the Star Shone” 


Returnable examination copies sent on request, or 
for $1.00 (cash with order) we will send one copy 
each of the above, and our two new Chri tmas serv- 
ices for iz -‘* THE MANGER MESSAGE” and 
“A TRUE CHRISTMAS.” 

One set only at this price. Better order today. 





91 Seventh Ave., Box 420, New York, N.Y. 


DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Name Pencil Sets Please the Children 








No. A—Six Pencils (assorted col i had 
Coin Pocket LEATHER Case with NAME 

Ne. Ba nears = 22 kara end, ‘. 

o. B—'Three. Pen assort ‘ 
embossed LEA THE. Case with ‘Al 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 50c. 
OT le Coon 
qt 


shades 
E 





—Holly Box, 30c. 
Order by No. Print out Names. Sond Check or Money Order. 


UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 27 West 60th St., New York City 





Christmas Postcards 


Scripture texts. Printed in one color. 
of three. 
20c per doz.; $1.50 per hundred, prepaid. 
W. W. GEARHART, 148 Ohio St., Rochester,.N.Y. 


- m = bess 
The Superintendent’s Guide For 1925 
A Pocket Manual for Superintendents 
® NOT A LESSON COMMENTARY 

BY HARRY EDWARDS BARTOW 

Designed to help Superintendents make their schools 
better inevery way. It will put activity into the school. 

Cont list of for the year with their titles. 

For each month the book offers valuable su gestions 
enhow to conduct the school, an Order o Service, 
and hints for Workers’ Conference. 

For each Sunday it provides a prayer, an outline for 
the desk les a list ot appropriate hymns, and 
thoughts for the Superintendent's 
— for festivals and holidays are worth-while 


An assortment 








Prete k pages for notes, and for records. 
y-'wo prayers are appreciated by ral 
tendents who need that kind oftelp.* y superin 


Bound in Imitation Leather, In Size to Fit Vest Pocket 
SO Cents Net 

AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 

1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
JUST OUT: At All Booksellers 

By CHRISTABEL SOME MODERN PROBLEMS 
in the Lighe of Bible Prophecy. 
PANKHURST A book charged with significant 
fulfillments of many Biblical 

foreshadowings. Order a copy today. Cloth, $1.50. 
F. H. Revell Ce., 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
fisement in The Sunday School Times, 
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| The “Keswick” Calendar for 1925 


Piss of the Keswick Calendar will 
find it more attractive than ever this 
year, with a picture of a watchman on 
an Oriental house-top gazing out over 
the city and across the distant coun- 
try, and below the texts, “The morning 
cometh,” ‘Watch ye.” 

For each of the three hundred and six- 
ty-five days of the year is a sheet with 


erence and a spiritual meditation, which 
many have testified in- other: years carry 
a message suited for-the needs of each 
day. These little meditations are’ pre- 
pared by a number of prominent writers 
and are deeply devotional in character, 
full of guidance, comfort, and instruction. 
The calendar may be ordered from the 
Bible Truth Depot, 7313 Wade Park 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio,.or from the 
Christian Life Literature Fund, Room 80, 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 60 cents, postpaid. 





f! The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





December 14. Count and Share Your Bless- 
ings. Psa. 107°: 1-9. 

December 21. The Christmas Story in Poetry 
and Song. Luke ‘2: 8-16. 

December 28. The Old Year and the New. 
Psa. 37 : 1-5; Phil. 3 : 12-14. 

January 4. How Can We Develop the Spirit 
of Friendliness? Prov. 18:24; 27:6, 9, 
10; 1 Sam. 18 : 1-4. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, December 21 


The Christmas Story in Poetry and 
Song (Luke 2 : 8-16)— 





Mon.—Matthew’s music (Matt. 2: 1-12). 
Tues.—The eternal note (John 1 : 1-14). 
Wed.—Harmony of good will (Phil. 2: 1- 


11). 

Thurs.—Discord no more (Isa. 9 : 6, 7). 
Fri—Paul’s stanza (1 Tim. 3: 16). 
Sat.—The King’s song (Rev. 5 : 6-14). 











What is your favorite Christmas poem? 
Why? 
What thought about Christmas, expressed 
in song, appeals to you? _ ~ 
How may we. make Christmas songs our 
own? 
HAT God should condescend to. our 
humanity, that Christ should be born 
of a: virgin in Bethlehem of Judea for 
us and for our salvation is a wonder of 
which all the eternities will sing. It is 
not ‘strange, ‘therefore, that Christmas 
and all it means has called out glad 
| carols from the heart of many genera- 
tions. And poetry, the supreme form of 
human speech, only serves to indicate the 
greatness of the theme above ail the lofti- 
est melodies of the heart. 








bd 
Most.of the Christmas poetry that has 

become dear to the heart of the Church ts 
found in the hymnals and song-books in 
general use. Christmas is richer in song 
than is amy other sacred season of the 
year. Read these hymns over again. and 
again, appreciate their wonder anew — 
glad songs of the Advent! Open your 
own heart to the Christmas joy — not the 
joy of a “holiday,” but the gladness of 
the birth of a Saviour —and new glories 
will float into your soul upon the strains 
of music. 

“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; -. ~ 

Hail the Incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as Man with men to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel.” - 

we 
But there are other poems and songs 

it would be well to look up, too. All 
ought to be familiar with the great poem 
by Milton beginning, “This is the month, 
and this the happy morn.” It is .en- 


tivity.” George MacDonald’s little verses, 
“They all were looking for a King,” and 
“A Christmas Hymn,” by Alfred Domett, 
ought to be read, too. The latter begins, 
“It was the calm and silent night!” And 
you can surely find somewhere, perhaps 
in your public library, a volume which 
includes “The Holy Nativity of Our 
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the date in bold figures, a Scripture ref- |- 


titled “On the Morning of Christ’s Na-4 


"Lord God,” by Richard Crashaw. It be- 
gins, “Come, we shepherds, whose blest 
_sight .. .” But. the real joy- of the 
| Christmastide will be looking through an- 
thologies and collections of poetry in 
which you will discover for yourself new 
songs and poems which will help to make 
Christmas, 1924, blessed. 


Is the joy of the coming of the Saviour 
singing low in your own heart? 

Will you help some one else this year to 
truly rejoice that the Lord has come? 


Princeton, N. J. 
4 


Your Christmas Giving’ 


_ THE season of the year approaches 
when we rejoice to’ make hearts glad 
through our gifts in remembrance of 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Sunday School Times readers may 
find suggestive the following channels for 
Christmas giving: 


American Christian, Relief Mission 
There is great need among the members 
of the body of Christ in Central and 
Eastern Europe: particularly needy are 
many pastors, evangelists, and Bible 
teachers. Gifts may be sent to Mr. Ed- 
ward A. Steele, Treasurer, 219 North 
Broad Street, Philadelphia, and warm 
clothing and serviceable shoes to the 
American Christian Relief Mission, care 
of Friends’ Service Committee Store, 1521 
Cherry Street, Philadelphia. 

Ameérican Mission to Lepers, Inc. 
Gospel and relief work, international and 
interdenominational, among the one mil- 
lion lepers scattered throughout the 
world. Gifts may be sent to W. M. Dan- 
ner, Secretary, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 

Near East Relief 
is greatly in need of funds for taking 
care of the Armenian and Greek refugee 
orphan children in Greece, Syria, 
other points of the Levant. Checks may 
be. sent to 151 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

The Victorious Life Testimony 
at whose conferences the message of “The 
Life that is Christ” is preached has been 
equipping and making ready Keswick, 
New. Jefsey, as 4 conference center and 
as a rest home for returned missionaries 
and other Christian workers. Gifts will 
be applied to the support of-the current 
conference wofk of the Testimony, for 
further equipment for Keswick, and to 
the stimulating of prayer groups in com- 
munities, churches, and colleges, and for 
the necessary. clerical assistance for 
~these activities. B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. : 


‘The W. H. Griffith Thomas Keswick Memorial 

; contemplates a building * at America’s 
Keswick, 
memory of the late Rev. W. H.-Griffith 
Thomas, D.D., well-known Bible- teacher. 
and- speaker. The building will cost ap- 
proximately $25,000, and will be dedicated 
to the entertainment of speakers and 
leaders during © Conferences held at 
Keswick. Treasurer, B. F. Culp, 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

The Pioneer Mission Agency 
has been used, wnder God, in a remark- 
able way to survey the missionary needs 


of the long-neglected Indian tribes of 
Mexico, Central America, and South 
America, and in stimulating Christians 


hitherto untouched fiélds. Gifts will be 
used to maintain the work of further 
exploration and co-operation with exist- 
ing mission boards, and in the publication 
and circulating of reports of the work. 
The Treasurer is . Culp, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 

Christian Life Literature Fund 
distributes books and leaflets on the fun- 
damentals of the Christian life, and the 
Director writes letters of spiritual coun- 
sel to inquiring Christians all over the 
world. The work is dependent upon vol- 
untary offerings. Checks should ‘be made 
payable to the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

The Belgian Gospel Mission 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors, 
who are The Sunday School Times’ evan- 
gelistic representatives in Belgium, con- 
tinues its ever enlarging evangelistic and 
Bible training-school work in that coun- 
try. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The Great Commission Prayer League 
is a faith movement ~-of intercession, a 
center for the world-wide ‘distribution of 
leaflets on evangelism and the spiritual 
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IT IS TRUE! 
Children in their teens need 
an abundance of nourish- 


ment not only for growth 
but for strength, - 


Scott's Emulsion 


should be given regularly to 
wists trike Uke, 














Soap and Ointment 
Work~ Wonders 
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Arnold’s Practical Commentary 
ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 
FOR 1925 
IS THE BEST VALUE 
OFFERED TO-DAY 


Its high spiritual tone has en- 

deared this popular handbook 

to thousands of readers. - Its  |pestp'd $1. 

reliability, its aptness of expo- 

sition and suggestivenessare well known. 
AT ALL BOOK STORES .OR 

F. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Electric Embossed and Printed Stationery 
for ote oe r be maaan Use . 

im bossed—Fine. vy vellum r, white, blu 
gray ene RAISED block at 9g too embos: 
envelopes, with 100 embossed and 100 plain sheets 
S7xe%, postpaid $2.00. Strictly high-grade material. 

ie Ly anon vio quantity hex a mgs a! peows. clear 
white bon per and blue ink only T.00. 
Wedding  Invitations—Our Electric Em ssing 
cannot be told from genuine copperplate and js low in 
rice. : 
, Promptest service. Order now for Xmas delivery. 
Send currency or P.O. order. Add 10% if west of St. 
Louis or Canada. Money back if not satisfied. 
>? MURRELLE PRINTING COMPANY 
(Agents Wanted) 500 Lockhart, Sayre, Pa. 


“DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH” 


testify that it is the most wonderful 
and helpful book in the study of God’s Word in 
the world. Contains 42 large charts, size 11x24, 
and 63 small illustrations. Send for Descriptive 
Prospectus and Testimonials. 


_- REV. CLARENCE LARKIN 
. Dept. 54) 7802 N. Park Avense, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S. A. 




















PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$2.00 Down and $2.00 See 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE'STUDY 


INAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY __ 


ATI 
427 S: Dearborn Street, Chicago, Il 


um —_— 


Oné or twe church members 
ant in each community to seli 5 
pound ‘boxes of assorted 
cee daechieac grade of candy at's Teagan 
le 
Sacer a Ffoeds guarantced. Ship- 
factory. 
I i  : peat pastor’s nam 
ve your 
and adress “Kocther’ with the name 
your charch. . 


1) Ghntch Street Dept. Eo New Work City 
“Jesus Christ 
at the’Cross Roads”. 


By Rev. A. Z. Conrad, Ph.D., D.D., Boston, Mass. 
(Published b Fleming H. Revell Co., $1.25). Fhis 
book fearlessly unmasks Modernism. Thousands of 
students, laymen and Ministers are reading it. At 
all bookstores or special Autographed copy 
id at Publishers’ price from Park Street 
ston, Mass. An Ideal Christmas Gift. 


‘ You can be quickly cured, if you 


| [st 


f -page book on Stammering and 
oni Coons and Cure.”’. It_tells how i 


8 
myself 30 yrs. B..N. Bosue, 
Gis pace Bide. 1147 He il, St. indianapolia 
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Lesson for December 21 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 


LECTURE SERMONS TRAVEL TALKS 
ILLUSTRATED -HYMNS 


Sab gd Molen Bian Now Pore wy 
oo ow 5 . 
35 So. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Keystone View Company, Inc. 


STEREOGRAPHS TO ILLUSTRATE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
rchased, lide and stereoscopic depart- 
ae: inderwoed & Underwood) ; 
Studios, Factories, Home Offices, MEAD VILLE, PA, 














Army and Navy Stereopticons 
$29.75 








i Made by one of the best manufacturess ~ Nageestanad é 


(The Charles Beseler 


These rage: gripes aré in first-class condition, 
never used, and is one of the most successful instru- 
ments on the market,.on account of its simple con- 
struction, and its fe soe af to fit any light. These 
s' icons can be furnished with either the Acety- 
lene Burner, Calcium Burner, or 
Incandescent Lamp. 

We also havea limited number of these stereopti- 
coms larger in construction to accommodate the 1000- 
watt incandescent lamp with rapid slide changer, 


with a s500-watt 


These machines are guerepeeed, and if not satis- 
factory your money will refunded. ‘ 


WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc., 
918 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 


C Sonige on 





1 g _— 
Ch t al aoe 
Pew: a 
boa nag Rm me 


118@ So. Vicginia St., 








DEAGAN TOWER CHIMES 


PLAYED BY ORGANIST FROM ELECTRIC KEYBOARD 
THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME.- 


LITERATURE. INCLUDING TESTED PLAN FOR ' 
”" SECURING CHIMES SENT UPON REQUEST 
STANDARD SETS -$ 5.000 TO $10 000 














THE PERRY PICTURES 

Reproductions of the World’s 

Great Paintings. Size, 54%x8. 
CH 


for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
35 Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five rox12 size re- 
eee subjects. No two alike. 
autiful 64-page Catalogue 
.for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry. Pictures Co. 
Box 06, Matpen! Mass. 

















Revell’s. SELF-PROVING 


Church Treasurer’s 
RECORD 


Concise—Systematic—Simple—Time Saving 
FOR 434 MEMBERS, $2.50; 882 MEMBERS, $3.00 
Send for other sizes and prices 
: Offer A returnable copy of this record will 
‘ be sent, postpaid, for examination to 
any treasurer. Give number of church members, 


F. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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life. Its headquarters aré at 88 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago. 

The Business Men’s Council of the 

Pocket Testament 
is’ conducting highly fruitful evangelistic 
meetings in indus 
tributing Testaments to thousands of 
workers in the mills of industrial centers. 
T. Edward Ross, Treasurer, 1301 Morris 
Building, Philadelphia. 

Wheaton Coliege 
—a standard American co-educational 
college where the fundamentals of the 
faith are honored, and strong collegiate 
standards maintained. Charles A. Blan- 
chard, D.D., President, Wheaton, Ill. 

The Scripture Gift Mission 
supplies missionaries and Christian work- 
ers, at home and in heathen lands, with 
free grant$ ‘of attractively illustrated 
Scriptures Nee distributidbn among those 
who ane too poor to purchase the Word of 
God. R. B. Haines, Jr., Secretary, 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

The Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas 

Memorial Fund 
Separate and distinct from the W. H. 
Griffith Thomas Keswick Memorial, the 
trustees of the All India Bible and 
Medical School (Inc.) are planning a 
memorial fund of not less than $60,000, the 
annual income from which will provide 
free beard and tuition for about fifty na- 
tive students in India each year. Treas: 
urers, William S. Wills,. 1214 Pennsyl- 
vania Building, Philadelphia, and W. B. 
Percival, M.D., 2100 Kirkwood Avenue, 
Pasadena, Cal. 


Feeding the Multitudes in 
the Near East 


| HAVE seen the feeding of five thou- 
sand—in the land of the. Book. 

I saw also the feeding of eight thou- 
sand. Yes, I have seen the feeding of 
tens of thousands of little children in 
the land of our Saviour’s birth and in 
the land of Paul’s missionary journeys. 

The first five thousand that I saw were 
seated together in one assemblage, prac- 
tically under the shadow of. Mt. Ararat, 
and they were “beginning again at Ararat” 
after devastating war, political revolu- 
tion, and social chaos had made havoc 
of the past. 

Of the eight thousand whom I saw be- 
ing fed, a thousand or more were in Je- 
rusalem, some were in Nazareth, but the 
much larger number were on the hillsides 
of Syria, above and around ancient Sidon. 
_They were. not very far from the identi- 
cal spot where Christ Jesus fed the 
five thousand men, besides women and 
children, _The ones whom I saw were 
all children, without fathers, without 
mothers, and: many withowt country. 

Just as in the old days he said in sub- 
stance to his disciples, “How many loaves 
have you?” and they replied, perhaps 
somewhat apologetically:. “Five barley 
loaves and two small fishes,” so in these 
later days he has sail unto the children 
of the Sunday-schools in America, 
“What hast thou in thy hand?” and the 
Sunday-school children replied, “Some 
nickels and dimes and a few. pennies.” 
He said: “Give them to-me,” and he trans- 
fornted those nickels and dimes and pen- 
nies into bread and milk and other forms 
of food, and blessed the offerings of the 
Sunday-school children of America, and, 
they were distributed in his name by the | 
Near East Relief workers to thousands | 
of little, starving children. 


No other religion and no pagan philos- (- 


ophy has ever yet put it into the hearts 
of little children ten thousand miles away 
to contribute and sacrifice for the feed- 
ing. of other children whom they had 
never seen. : 

It is only the living Christ — living to- 
day in the hearts of 1nillions of Christians 
-——that can accomplish miracles like the 
feeding of these thousands, and there 
are millions of people living in the world 
to-day, and hundreds of thousands of 
children, looking forward with hope to 
the future because Christ lives. We have 
the privilege of doing in Jerusalem, Naz- 
areth, and Syria, some of the work which 
he would do if he to-day were walking 
in the flesh, - The breakfast which 
these children had this morning and. the 
supper which they will have to-night came 
from him. through the Sunday-school 
children. of. America.—Charles. V. Vickrey, 
General -Secretary,. Near East Relief, 
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Bausch & Lomb BALOPTICON 


° ALL of the church organizations,— the Sunday School, the 
Missionary Society, the Men’s Club,— need and will ap- 
preciate a Balopticon as a part of the church equipment. 


Bausch & Lomb Balopticons form the most complete line of 
stereopticon lanterns in the world. 


There are Balopticons for every religious and educational pur- 
pose :—large, medium,’ small; portable, for the projection of 
slides, of opaque objects or both; for use with Mazda lamps, 
acetylene burners, arc lamps; for use in broad daylight as well 
as in a darkened room; and even as a flood light for the stage at 
entertainments. 


Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. 
411 Freeman Street, Rochester, N. Y. 


New York Chicago San Francisco Washington Boston Londoa 





Portable Ba/op- 
ticonModelB T. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Three Days of Prayer 


A “THREE days’ prayer gathering,” 
probably the first of its particular 
kind, will be held in Chicago, will- 
ing, in one of the rooms of the Moody 
Bible Institute, on the last three days of 
the month, Decembr 29 to 31, closing 
with a Watch Night ‘service. There will 
be afternoon and evening meetings. The 
principal objects of prayer will be re- 
vival of the Chtirch and evangelization 
of the world. Thus “Jews, Gentiles, and 
Church of God” 
There will be opportunity at the after- 
noon meetings for the presentation of 
personal prayer requests. However, if 
such requests are sent by mail, they 
should be concisely stated and should 
reach Chicago if possible not’ later than 
Saturday, the 27th. Thé gathering 
will, be held under the auspices of 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 
but the Moody Bible Institute is gener- 
ously providing the room and otherwise 
co-operating. Other organizations also 
will be represented. Will you not pray 
earnestly for this gathering? 





December 15 to 21 
Mon.—John 1 : 10-18. The Word Made Flesh. 


He who is in Christ is as close to God 
as Christ is himself. (See John 10: 28-30.) 
How closeeris that? “In the bosom of 
the Father”; which means, as some one 
has said, “Christ’s immediate and -most 
endeared access to God.” 


Prayer Succestions: Note the prayer 
request in the paragraph above. Pray 
that the time may come soon when there 
will be many such gatherings. Why not 
prayer conferences, and prayer schools, 
ang prayer houses as well as Bible con- 
ferences and sthools ant houses? Pray 
to this end. 
Tues.—John 3 : 16-21. 

God’s Gift to the World. 

God’s gift to a sinful world was his 
absolutely sinless Son -made. “to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we,” who 
were nothing but sin, “might be made the 
righteousness of God in him’! (2 Cor. 
5:21.) There’s nothing that even ap- 
proaches this in any other religion on 


will be remembered. [ 
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Books That Really Help 


Below are listed the books of the Bible Students’ 
League. For years they have been the leaders for 
Bible students who must study at home. You 
need no teacher with Young’s Systematic Studies. 

Books may be purchased in sets or separately 
with exception of Third Course. 


FIRST COURSE 


BIBLE OUTLINE... ...... <i> fo 
BE Oe big? 28S 
NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY 22222 33 


SECOND COURSE 
LiSE OF CHRIST eo. Ss : 
ACTS OF THE APUSTLES* } \.. {1.1.50 

_. %PHIRD COURSE 
ROMANS, VOL. x ris 
OMANS, VOL. = 
4 Books. .:;. 


EPHESIANS 

THESSALONIANS 

THE ENTIRE GROUP OF 
BEES so. 3s $10.00 


Books sent to any address prepaid. 


Order direct from 


BIBLE STUDENTS LEAGUE 
Claremont, Calif. 


+ $5.00 


Ph ke ee ee 











The Union Lesson Guide and 
Golden-Text Book for 1925 


Giving general information about the lessons for 
the year and the books from which they are taken, 
together with the title of the Improved Uniform 
Lessgn, for each Sunday, the Golden Text in full, 
ed and Primar emory Verses, and Daily 

ome Readings ; also a line for Sermon Text, to 
promote church attendance. The Christian fen- 
deavor Topics for the year are added. 


Important facts about the Sunday schools of 
North America and the world are concisely 
stated, and Special Days are listed. 

6 cents each ; $5.00 for 100, postpaid 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 








1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








BRONZE Tab.t1s 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 








PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


[Globe Furniture Company, #2,s:* is: 

















NEWLY REVISED EDITION 


of Weymouth’s New Testament 
THE BEST MODERN TRANSLATION 
14 Beacon St. Circutar on request 195. La Salle St. 
Bestoa THE PILGRIM PRESS  Chicage 





















EONGREGATIOWAL LIB-«~ 
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, ns earth. God's ways areas much higher | * . meni — ee en 
Jhne BIBLE *%o than man's ways “as the heavens are: ees, re *, e a 
igher than the earth,” ©. x - God 
“Sy Upto DateFolks | meets eae Mighty Works of Goc 
<> vangelical Prayer Union of Los Angeles, * ge 
yg Thom as Chain Refer- | inder whose auspices ah entire day each Among Russian P eople 
wm ence Bibi you com: | »,onth is devoted to“prayér.and the study : 
plete N oe ooo of prayer. A similar union im every city As a prisoner who has spent many years behind. the bars appreciates 
volume, New and differ- | y,oujd be a power for good if rightly con- his freed li : : 
ent. Contains full Author- | ¢,,cted, (Write to the Rev. H. C. Wad Su Tahoe unde whole ceeme Ae Saw + eo WE Rasten ctvenl whe 
equal * ee. s2. &. 1 OG" asa sufferer made whole prizes his health — so ussian people who 
pages of A. nek Ch se ——— - U, oe rae te Sie to rayer Union, have long been kept in-ignorance and superstition rejoice in the light of 
studies, verse historical data, etc. os <angetes, » for imformation. ) the Gospel when it is brought to them. 
Recommended ment men as | Wed.—Luke 2:1-7. The Babe of Bethichem. ¢ ee 
Gipsy Smith Dr. Chas. E, Jefferson. | Give up the verity of the incarnation, Large Crowds Attend the Meetings | 
“and all Menger g's Christianity van- _ In the reports from the field covering the work that was done dur- 
ishes. | the other hand, ee to ing the first half of the past summer we read the good news that lar 
rae nature,” very man as well nage crowds ered — coset ting were held ant eet oe to 
Pie s as personally. : Of. Wosd with: great interest. In one place. it*was--estiinated ‘the e: 
' ine — . moma k aL pe oo ae I that hae gathered to witnéss a baptismal service nittabered about theo oie 
: sand. 
the hour of trial! (See Heb. 2: 16-18.) . 
Paavie Gvoce¢iiewas Mais far oll cael? Hundreds Are Converted, and Baptized 
winter Victorious Life Conferences. Pray In most of the villages visited by our missionaries the Word was gladly 
that the coming year may be by far the received and there were numerous conversions. Before the last report was 
best in the history of this blessed move- sent from the field our brethren had had the joy of baptizing above four hun- 
ment. Pray for the members of the Coun- dred new converts, and the revival was- still in progress. Ninety-three 
cil. Pray for all Watch Night meetings of this number, or nearly one-fourth, were in Russia proper. 
held two weeks from to-night. Do not such reports confirm the claim that the Russian people afford 
Thurs.—Luke 2 : 8-20. a very, fruitful field for missionary work? Should ~ not inspire us 
The Vision of the Shepherds. to gon the Gospel , them vat ee ad as —— 5 bags: = ea 
How real was the vision of the angels|§ . Sty souls are waiting for it, and by "s help they can in 
: to the shepherds’ senses! But foes ‘Tor oe of > ed barriers. Who will come to the help of the cause of Christ 
more real is the deeper vision of Christ in Kussia 
himself.to the spirit of. the believer!” If , ; French Work 
ing Bilge 1 let ale to oar ‘tae It is a well-known fact that the Pope and the French rulers together 
the measure of our heart acquaintance waged a terrific fight several centuries ago to keep. France under Roman : 
ie | with him is the measure of our joy in control. They kept the death fires pare yet in spite of all this terrible te 
uy him? pereriners God vs becoerved Himself a gees pease 3 in this by aoe ES 
‘ try. o-day it offers excellent opportunities for real evangelization, Pas-~ og 
Chg eee > ae? God to help tor Robert Dubarry, who heads this part of our work, says that present aoe 
eg bre Bi ; aa eae Ss spac ng O98 circumstances open innumerable doors to the good news of divine grace. € 
| as poaitble, especiaily in the lives ," the . All gifts for Russia or France should be.sent (designated for the Rus- : 
neglected friendless and poor dée- sian or French work) to Mr. C. W. Swanson, Treasurer, 1844 Monroe Street, = 
Freed, fe in the lives of your neigh- Chicago, Ill. Send for sample copy of “The Friend of Russia and 
A | bors and pe rag It will then be also European Missionary, 
TABERNACIE 351 hymns—gems ofthe ages | YOUR. brightest and best. ° a 7 ee . 
. waliurtieneatofGPywinn | Fri—Matthew 221-18” The Russian Missionary Society and General European Mission 
“| 6HYMNS) Fats. Adopted by hundreds The Worshiping Wise Men. Wm. Fetler, General Director. W. S. Hottel, Home Director : 
oe of sive Churches and wat piers 4 “wise men” saw Pose Cc. F. Fields, Associate Home Director ‘ 
si gh GE ge ‘ ey ‘rejoi with exceeding great joy.” ee < jon 
ee east inthe pen inseeyearsper, | And when “they saw the young child,” 
t mit ue te offer thie wonderful book at a they saw only a babe. “Only a babe?” 
BIG PRICE REDUCTION! ys more = they sew ae the & Ps ‘ of 
. 100 Manila. $2 li Cloth, $40; | of faith Israel’s coming verer (vs. ' : 
iy Resi ena BRS Gua. RA |S d's) Wer faa sme oat coca! Special Christmas Number «. 
copies prepaid, 3c, Se and G0c respectively) | forth their adoration, and this that pre- + ‘ 
p ES or | Yiously had caused the shepherds to re- BIBLE : _ 
Tobcrnacte Leraens No. 2 (sbec4 binding) which joice? MOOD INSTITUTE MON I HLY 
, 1 wilt return or gay Sor after days.” TE inane Ap spe grog: Sag 4 for your 2 ; 
‘ pastor. Ask God to enable him to pre- As full of good things as the proverbial Santa’s pack. Rich in inspiration, uplifting 
+t TABERNACLE aN Ohiens pare spiritual food for his people. Pray and exaltin in its ab an nce of ine religious thought. 
29 S. La Salle St., Room * Chicage, Ul, for the choir in your church, the ushers’ In this Toseial ‘Christaas Number io cus thong, the clearest thought on vital 
band, the trustees, and all other church of- Christian questions of some of the world’s brightest minds. James M. Gray, D.D., 
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: : . 3 of strength, fervor and beauty. 

la ae on p eee 4 - The late Bishop Nicholson is represented by an article, ‘‘The Self-Consciousness of 
ems. y ¢ ee cer.) 1 the Infant Christ,”’ containing an unusual treatment of the convictions of this great divine. 

Sat.—Isaiah $:1-7. The Prince of Peace. The Rev. S. P: Long, of Chicago, writes with startling, arresting power on the age 


ficials. Remember also your Sunday-school editor of the Monthly and President of the Institute, has written a number of editorials i 


| Publish a Parish Paper 













































































~~ j Christ’s first coming was not to “send|| ©!4 question, “What Shall gh sere a | 10. co of 
: } peace on earth . . . but a sword” (Matt. cial citiclan, eaten eetbins, 
“ 10: 34); and from that day to this truth Other poems, etc. As a whole this Christ- Regular 
and error have been in conflict. But his 5 mas Number is one of the- best we Monthl 
‘second coming will be to put down all Special have ever published. y 
opposition, all error, all unrighteousness ; Xmas < Features 
and during that millennial reign he shall Whole Bible Sunda Our Monthly Potpour- 
be sages “the Prince of Peace.” (See Features School Lessons : = . 
Scofield’s note on v. 7.) The Apostles’ Creed Dr. James M. Gray has recently begun | Y, P Y 
ae Prayer Succestions: One of the se- as the Test. Sev ed tence hin ool tae "Chriss ciety Topics. 
' rious problems in the majority of churches The Cri Thread. tian Workers’ Commentary.“" This is | {nternational Sunday 
ts its young people. Many a young pco- per certaia, wo ineplte yout Katia, Scn00}, School Lessons. 
— he “maak ages ig > ¥ 'g ‘ Al Smith’ Mid Week Service, your Bible School, s 
ple’s society is inclined to “take the bit mith’s Theology. with new enthusiasm and fresh consecra- | Whole Bible Sunday 
and run away.” “Not compulsion, but ie nt Has a New | tion. School Course. - 
wise and sympathetic and spiritual guid- oe. PO Missionary Depart- 
a ance is needed. Do we pray as we should Redio and the Rural MAIL THE COU N ment. 
§ for our young people? Gj MOnrawe TRIAS. For Sermon and Scrap 
" - BSCRIPTIO) 
A parish paper will fill empty pews, accelerate 11 Sun.—John 1:1-8. The Living Word. The Cigarette Evil. sw ’ Book. 
ree act aS aesistant pastor, speed up | “In him was life” — “eternal life,” “life God in the Elections. MOODY BIBLEINSTITUTE MONTHLY The E Field. 
; from above,” “life more abundant.” And D.L. Moody and Fun. | 150 Institute Place, Chicago of Chi Institute 
OUR CO-OPERATIVE PLAN | he who “was life” is now, and will for- a pty SULA LS i NON NE ReH TF F5 ‘ = 
Provides any church, school, or society, large | ever be, “our lifc” (Col 3:4). “Because ed in Print. 2 
or near or far, with a parish paper iT liv hall li Iso” h x 2 COUPON 3 
with no expense to pastor or church. In fact, ive, ye Shall live also” (John 14: 19). ae 
hundreds of pastors make a profit from their |The life of no true child of God will MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTHLY, 
Leger pon wey the coupon for free sam- ever be . “snuffed out.” “Whosoever|}| 150 Institute Place, Chicago, Hl. 
auvabbhbhennennaeaneeneue liveth and believeth irf me SHALL NEVER Fe TE: Please send me the Moody Bible Institute Monthly for the period checked below. 
pre”! ; 
The National Religious Press 2 ( ) 4 months’ trial subscription. . .... 4.5 5-- 50 cents 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Prayer Svuccestions: Remember to- ( )°x2 months’ subscription. . . $2.00 ( ) Life subscription . . . $30.00 
Without sblignting me in any way please = beets pastor everywhere, every 
seud me samples and particulars of your Cco- church service, every evangelist and Bible OAs 6 Si a aS Ss ie Fe 6 Ee ES PEE CEI ESE ESTES 
ae a hs teacher, every evangelical editor. Pray 
Rem. eee ener ree neeeens especially for the foreign missionary ADDRESS . ons ve en od 6 oe ee hee the Ce ween oe Ob 8 ee BO 8 ele be ees 
ng LEER EREEERO COC ee whose thoughts turn longingly homeward CITY STATE Sait 
es ee ot a Oe awe at this season of the year. Remember ae aS eRe eS LS RE Pe Saige as 
S.§ T.—Dee 7 once more the prayer request in the In- (Et pk iy hve sabedipne on Cutis ate 2s Ricnd. wine seal sient ot 
beccccesenmcmennamecsnenens . 
~ j 1 
a. 





